St. Thomas Episcopal and Peace Lutheran: SHARED INTRODUCTION
Since the beginning of 2025, the congregations of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church and Peace Lutheran Church, both of Morris, Illinois, have been engaged in the process of seeking new clergy. In that time, each congregation developed and submitted a profile to its respective diocese/synod for listing as a part-time clergy position. 

Seeing a possibility, the council and call committee at Peace reached out to St. Thomas’ regarding a possible partnership in calling a full-time pastor/priest. Several advantages were immediately apparent: we are very close in both distance and time, and in religious background, as reflected in the document, “Called to Common Mission,” between the Episcopal Church and the ELCA.
Additionally, both congregations have a significant capacity for planning and organizing events that impact not only the congregations but the community at large.

Discussions have commenced and several meetings have been held, and opportunities for collaboration and socialization have already been enjoyed, with more in the works.

The atmospheric potential for a future partnership in sharing a cleric is electric. To put into perspective what is happening here, each congregation could have chosen to call its own candidate, but has found itself in a position where the potential of sharing is too great to pass up.

Our hope for the future is to build upon that electricity, maintaining the heritage, traditions, practices, and polity of each individual congregation, while remaining widely open to the possibilities of tomorrow, particularly in the areas of ministry and outreach.

We have been greatly assisted by clerical representatives of the Northern Synod of the ELCA, and the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago.

This joint introduction is accompanied by a video compilation of statements by members of both congregations.
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