
PARISH PROFILE | 2023

5749 N. Kenmore Avenue, Chicago, Illinois | atonementchicago.org

https://www.atonementchicago.org/


Our Faith Community 5

Worship 11

Music 15

Faith Formation 17

Our Extended Family 19

Buildings & Grounds 21

Finances & Stewardship 23

Contents
Our Dreams for the Future 26

Opportunities for Growth 28

Our Next Rector 30

Edgewater, Chicago 31

Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 33

Walk With Us 34



A  lmighty God, giver of every good gift: 
 Look graciously on your Church, 
and so guide the minds of those who 

shall choose a rector for the Church of the 
Atonement, that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and 
equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
—THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER



T he Church of the Atonement is an Episcopal church in the 

 Anglo-Catholic tradition. For more than 130 years, Atonement 

has served as a witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our 

Edgewater neighborhood and in the wider Chicago community. 

Today, we continue in that witness as an active, visionary, and 

inclusive congregation that serves God through daily prayer and 

worship, the practice of lifelong Christian learning, and ministries 

of outreach and justice.
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Our Faith 
Community

We are an urban Episcopal church deeply rooted in the Anglo- 

 Catholic tradition. Located in Chicago’s Edgewater neighborhood, 

we celebrate three Masses each Sunday: Spoken Mass, Sung Mass, and 

Solemn High Mass, the last of which we have live-streamed since 2020. 

The parish has a long commitment to its neighborhood and city, supporting 

a food pantry, a feeding ministry, a women’s shelter, refugee assistance, 

low-income students at our neighborhood public school, and community 

events such as St. Francis pet blessings and Corpus Christi processions. 

We continue fostering a long-standing relationship with the Chiapas 

Project, a mission to the Diocese of Southeast Mexico, and it is our 

privilege to host two religious orders: the Brotherhood of St. Gregory and 

the Community of the Mother of Jesus. 

Atonement is also the canonical home of twelve retired priests who 

participate in the life of the parish and celebrate most weekday Masses. 
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Our Faith Community
Additionally, Atonement has a long history as a teaching congregation, 

helping those discerning a call to religious life or ordained ministry. We 

have supported both parishioners and interns from other parishes on their 

pathway toward Holy Orders. 

We embrace our identity, following nomenclature in the CAT (Congregation 

Assessment Tool), as a Paraclete culture, in which active engagement, 

hospitality, and inclusiveness are paired with a vital intellectual culture and 

love of a beautiful and traditional liturgy. Our services are feasts which fill 

us wholly in mind, body, and spirit and send us eagerly into the world to 

care for the despised, the vulnerable, and those most in need of healing, 

recovery, community, and friendship. 

We celebrate our many LGBTQ+ parishioners, and we value educational 

opportunities for both children and adults. We describe ourselves as friendly, 

progressive yet traditional in worship, solemn but not dry, committed to 

beauty in music and art, and accustomed to excellence in preaching. We 

are excited to welcome a new rector into our community after a prayerful 

interim period of transition.
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Our Faith Community
Parish Statistics 

• Our recorded membership is 440, with post-pandemic Sunday 

attendance of around 170 and rising, with an average of 30–40 

additional virtual attendees 

• 55% are 65 or older

• 84% live in households of one or two persons

• Over 90% have college degrees

• Median length of membership at Atonement is between 5 and 10 years

• 65% live within two miles of the church, but for a large number of 

parishioners who come from several miles away, Atonement is a 

destination parish 

• As a parish that is 90% white, we recognize that our congregation is 

not reflective of the surrounding community. We seek to increase our 

diversity by taking active steps to be more welcoming to a broader 

array of people, especially our immediate neighbors.

Statistics reflect Atonement parishioners who responded to 
the 2022 Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT)
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We are...

Anglo-Catholic
The Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
is rooted in the Anglo-Catholic tradition. 
We celebrate the inexhaustible richness 
of the Sacred, and we experience the 
incarnation of the Divine through liturgy, 
art, and music.

Charitable
Atonement has an unwavering track 
record of helping those living on 
the margins of society and broken 
by life circumstances; we respond 
enthusiastically to community outreach 
opportunities.

Steadfast
Atonement is unceasing in worship 
and prayer. One of our greatest assets 
is our daily Mass schedule. We also 
pray the Daily Office and are fortunate 
to have many retired clergy available to 
celebrate our weekday Masses.

Thoughtful
We are a highly educated and scholarly 
community with an enthusiasm for 
challenging, progressive sermons 
and thought-provoking forums and 
discussions.

Inclusive, Affirming, Embracing
People from all walks of life have found 
acceptance here. Our church has been 
a safe haven for many in the queer 
community on the far North Side of 
Chicago, and many of our LGBTQ+ 
parishioners play active roles in the 
church.

Energetic
The CAT (Congregation Assessment 
Tool) survey described Atonement as a 
“high energy” parish, and that energy 
is palpable in everything we do. Our 
parishioners desire to engage with one 
another in meaningful ways and hunger 
to discern their role in the life of the 
church.



“Ours is the vocation of enchantment, restoring to 
humanity the divine image which sin has hidden 
but cannot destroy.” 
—John Orens, “The Anglo-Catholic Vision”
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Worship

Our worship is profound, reverent, and incarnational—engaging all our senses and our whole 

selves, body, mind, and spirit—in worship and prayer. Our three Sunday services express three 

different approaches to the Anglo-Catholic ethos. 

The 8:00 Spoken Mass is an intimate, contemplative gathering—a traditional low Mass, characterized 

by quiet liturgical prayer.

The 9:00 Sung Mass invites all people into the mystery of God’s presence in the Eucharist, involving 

organ voluntaries, hymns, and liturgy sung by the congregation. By virtue of its brevity relative to the 

Solemn High Mass and its participatory nature, this service is often most accessible and appealing to 

newcomers and families with young children. We incorporate children in the Mass as cross-bearers, 

acolytes, and lectors.

The 11:00 Solemn High Mass is the quintessential Anglo-Catholic Mass, defined by ceremonial 

splendor, incense and processions, organ and choral music, hymns and the chanted Gospel, bells 

and the chanted canon of the Mass—a transcendent encounter with the Divine. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
 psalm 96:9

A dditionally, we observe daily Morning 

Prayer and weekly Evening Prayer, 

Contemplative Prayer, and the Holy Rosary; 

we celebrate daily weekday Masses and 

a Saturday Healing Mass. Our occasional 

observances include Evensong, Advent 

Lessons & Carols, and Holy Day Masses. 

With such an abundance of opportunities to 

connect with each other and God, Atonement 

is truly a church of faithful constancy.
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Worship AtonementChicago on YouTube: The Great Vigil of Easter 

October 2, 2022—The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Advent Lessons and Carols

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0ok3b0P0aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqwbXiVqy3E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNBazmsak4U




O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever 
present with your servants who seek through art and music to 
 perfect the praises offered by your people on earth; and grant to 

them even now glimpses of your beauty, and make them worthy at length 
to behold it unveiled for evermore; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
—THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

B less, O Lord, us thy servants who minister in thy temple; grant that 
 what we sing with our lips, we may believe in our hearts; and that 
 what we believe in our hearts, we may show forth in our lives; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
—THE CHORISTER’S PRAYER
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Music

A t the Church of the Atonement, we value 

our commitment to outstanding church 

music with three choirs, a full-time organist, 

a choirmaster, and professional singers. Our 

music program inspires us through magnificent 

liturgical selections including choral masses, 

motets, canticles, anthems, Anglican and 

plainsong chant, hymns, and organ voluntaries. 

The music of our worship sets a posture and 

tone—contemplative or majestic, solemn or 

joyful—for us to encounter the Sacred and to 

engage in prayer and worship through each 

liturgical season.
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Music
“One of the high points of playing the organ at Atonement is leading the congregation in song. The 

singing is robust and sensitive, as parishioners engage with text and style. The presence of the 

organ is prominent in Atonement’s worship. Its primary role is to lead the congregational singing 

and accompany the choirs; it also uses the color and power of the instrument to add beauty to 

processions and other liturgical actions.”

—Charlie Sega, MM | Director of Music & Organist

“When we program for a liturgical year, we aspire to represent as many styles, composers, and 

historical periods as we can, and we program them in ways in which they help lift the liturgy, 

inform how we encounter the liturgical season, and create a unique space for the congregation. 

The music selections we choose reflect the changing liturgical seasons, invite the congregation 

to actively engage with the Mass anew each week, and create a prayerful space outside of the 

busy, bustling life of the city.”

—Christopher Windle, DMA | Associate Director of Music & Choirmaster

You can find our robust 2022-23 choral music schedule here.

Our Choirs
Atonement Choir—Composed of both 

professional vocalists and auditioned 

volunteers, the Atonement Choir provides 

music for Solemn High Masses monthly, 

primarily on feast days that fall on Sunday.

Schola—The Schola is a professional 

chamber ensemble that provides music for 

most Solemn High Masses throughout the 

year.

St. Cecilia Choir—Composed of volunteer 

vocalists, both parishioners and community 

members, the St. Cecilia Choir primarily sings 

for Evensong.

https://www.atonementchicago.org/_files/ugd/ab21bf_f859694746424b23865d1948c89438d8.pdf
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Faith 
Formation

T rue to Episcopalian character, we 

 take seriously the vocation of lifelong 

learning. Together, we humbly strive to “grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ,” listening for God’s call 

to prayer, worship, and social justice, faithfully 

living our baptismal vows. 

Children’s Formation

Sunday School takes place between the 9 

and 11 o’clock Masses during the school 

year. Our elementary children use the Spark! 

Activate Faith curriculum, which follows the 

lectionary. Recently, our older students have 

begun using My Faith, My Life to prepare for 

confirmation. In 2019, we hosted our first 

Summer Arts Camp, inviting children from 

our parish and the surrounding neighborhood 

for a week of playing, storytelling, crafting, 

singing, and praying. In 2022, our children 

performed Atonement’s first Christmas 

pageant in over 25 years. Our children’s 

formation leadership is composed of both 

parents and other dedicated parishioners.
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Faith Formation
Parish Forum 

Placed between the 9 and 11 o’clock Masses, 

these gatherings feature a presenter and a 

diverse range of topics such as outreach, 

theology, religion and the arts, and the history 

of Anglo-Catholicism. We invite both outsiders 

and parishioners to make presentations. 

Recently, the former have included our local 

congresswoman as well as a Buddhist nun 

from Taiwan. 

Covenant Class

Our Covenant Class is a rector-led course for 

those who desire to be baptized, confirmed, 

or received into the Episcopal Church; those 

renewing their baptismal vows; or those who 

are simply interested in learning more about 

their faith and the Episcopal Church. 

Education for Ministry (EfM)

Atonement’s Education for Ministry program 

has been in existence for about twenty years, 

with an annual enrollment of approximately 

ten new and continuing participants. EfM is a 

unique four-year distance learning certificate 

program in theological education based on 

small-group study and practice.
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Our Extended 
Family

In 2022, we recommitted ourselves to 

Atonement’s rich tradition of outreach, 

creating a part-time position for an Outreach 

and Community Relations Coordinator. 

With the help of our Outreach Guild, we 

have seen renewed energy and dedication 

to our community relationships in the post-

pandemic years.

Care for Friends

Now calling Atonement home, Care for 

Friends offers three free hot meals weekly to 

neighbors who are housing- or food-insecure. 

Meals are served with dignity and respect by 

senior citizens, school groups, Atonement 

parishioners, and other Edgewater volunteers. 

Since July 2022, Care for Friends has served 

3,700+ hot meals and delivered groceries to 

over 150 families.

Care for Real

Atonement was a co-founder of the Care 

for Real food pantry and clothing closet, 

and we continue to support Care for Real 

through donation drives and regular financial 

contributions. Over the fifty years of our 

association, Atonement parishioners have 

regularly and generously donated their time 

and talent at CFR’s distribution center on 

Sheridan Road.
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Our Extended Family
Sarah’s Circle

Sarah’s Circle provides a variety of services, 

including meal programs, job support, and 

short- and long-term housing to women 

who are housing-insecure. Atonement has a 

twenty-year history of providing meals for fifty 

residents on the second Thursday of each 

month.

RefugeeOne

Atonement runs donation drives throughout 

the year, responding both to RefugeeOne’s 

needs and unfolding current affairs. 

Parishioners participate enthusiastically in 

donation drives, and our parish has a strong 

history of supporting refugee families.

12-Step Programs

Atonement hosts weekly meetings for 

Narcotics Anonymous and for Alcoholics 

Anonymous. There are currently nine groups 

who meet weekly at the church to provide 

accountability and fellowship.

Chiapas Project

For eight years, we have been part of our 

diocesan companionship with The Diocese of 

Southeast Mexico; with three other Chicago 

churches we fund a food pantry, scholarships, 

and healthcare for two churches in the State 

of Chiapas. 

Swift Elementary School

Parishioners annually donate backpacks 

and school supplies to our local elementary 

Chicago Public School.
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Buildings 
& Grounds

Church

Designed in 1890 by Henry Ives Cobb and 

enlarged in 1919 by John E. O. Pridmore, the 

Darlington sandstone building stands steps 

away from Hollywood Beach and the north 

trailhead of the Lakefront Trail. The church 

garden to the north provides a grass lawn 

and a pet memorial garden to the east. Below 

the All Saints Chapel in the sanctuary is a 

columbarium, due to be enlarged in 2023 to 

provide additional niches. 

Parish House

The Parish House, originally designed by 

Myron H. Church in 1901, houses the church 

and rector’s offices, restrooms, Montgomery 

Hall, and a commercial kitchen on the first 

floor. The two upper levels house a large 

Fellowship Hall (former gymnasium), the 

Elizabethan Room (meeting space), a nursery, 

classrooms, and the music suite.
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Buildings & Grounds
Parking Lot

Located directly across the street from the 

rectory, the east half of the parking lot is 

reserved for church use, while the west half is 

rented out hourly via ParkMobile when church 

functions permit.

Buildings & Property Guild/S4

Atonement has been selected as a participant 

in the Chicago cohort for the Sustainable 

Solutions for Sacred Sites (S4) program, and 

members of the Buildings & Property Guild 

are working on new uses for our current 

spaces. The S4 is a two year program, 

concluding in 2024, and it provides training, 

advising, and assistance on space usage. 

Rectory

Church of the Atonement owns a brick three-

flat apartment building located adjacent to 

the Parish House. The three (5-bedroom, 

3-bath) apartments have been maintained 

in their original 1920s state with notable 

woodwork, fireplace, sunrooms, and butler’s 

pantry. The first floor is home to the organist/

director of music, the second floor is vacant, 

and the third floor has long been the home 

of Atonement’s rectors. The garden level 

currently houses tenants, and a four-car 

garage is located off the alley.
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Finances &
Stewardship

Despite sharing the challenges faced by all houses of worship and charitable organizations during the pandemic years, Atonement’s finances are in 

reasonably good shape, thanks to careful management, wise investment strategies, and a steadily increasing per-unit pledge.

While the books are still open on pledging for 2023, the trend is promising. Although the number of pledging units is down from the start of the pandemic 

lockdowns in 2020, our per-unit giving has increased to bring the total pledged for 2023 above the total of our pre-pandemic level.

In 2018, prior to the interruption of the pandemic and changes in our leadership, we had 169 pledging units, with a pledged income of just under $400,000. 

Pledges, though, are not our only source of income: in general, Atonement’s gross revenues since 2017 have averaged between $500,000 and $600,000 

per year, and we anticipate roughly the same for 2023.

Most importantly, since 2017, Atonement has run either small budget surpluses or has been able easily to cover minor budget deficits.

Atonement’s Endowment Fund was begun in 2009 with a $100,000 dollar bequest from a parishioner’s estate. As of February 2023, the Endowment Fund 

carries a balance of $2,100,000. Recently a Legacy Society has been started to encourage parishioners to contribute to the Endowment and to recognize 

and celebrate those who have remembered Atonement in their wills and trusts. 

You can find our 2022 annual report here.

2020

2021

2022

2023

157 pledging units

129 pledging units

130 pledging units

136 pledging units

$368,128.00 total

$352,748.00 total

$351,335.00 total

$385,000.00

$2,345 avg. pledge

$2,830 avg. pledge

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dxFxZKFxYFsB0BD9UM4ZX0fnSpMCIAm3/view?usp=sharing


Finances & Stewardship

2022 Year-End Financials & 2023 Budget
Revenue  2022 Actual  2022 Budget  2023 Budget

Building Use: Room Rentals, Garden Apartment, Care for Friends  $  58,605.55  $  54,948.00  $  77,446.00
Catechesis, Adult And Children  $  4,339.57  $  2,700.00  $  3,000.00
Fundraising: Chi Town Jazz Fest, Special Events  $  7,250.00  $  32,212.00  $  32,212.00
Other Receipts: Parking, Flowers, Candles, Columbarium, etc.  $  48,693.90  $  34,035.98  $  52,130.00
Special Offerings: Holidays  $  8,186.00  $  9,980.00  $  9,150.00
Offering: Open Plate, Pledges, Donations  $  396,120.96  $  415,000.00  $  452,600.00

Total Revenue  $  523,195.98  $  548,875.98  $  626,538.00

Expenditures

Accounting/Legal: VANCO, Bank Fees  $  22,415.53  $  3,150.00  $  3,750.00
Building Expenses
 Building Maintenance Supplies  $  14,661.32  $  8,500.00  $  10,500.00
 Building Services/Repairs  $  56,722.56  $  12,500.00  $  14,500.00
 Commercial Insurance  $  40,577.00  $  40,577.00  $  42,045.00
 Utilities
  Electric: Church, Parish House & Rectory  $  13,091.10  $  12,500.00  $  13,500.00
  Gas: Church, Parish House & Rectory  $  36,613.59  $  34,449.00  $  36,284.00
  Water & Sewer: Church, Parish House & Rectory  $  5,425.43  $  5,562.23  $  5,656.83
 Total Utilities  $  55,130.12  $  52,511.23  $  55,440.83
Total Building Expenses  $  167,091.00  $  114,088.23  $  122,485.83



Expenditures (cont’d)  2022 Actual  2022 Budget  2023 Budget

Catechesis, Adult And Children  $  4,339.57  $  2,700.00  $  3,000.00
Diocese: Monthly Offering & Convention Fees  $  22,137.50  $  23,400.00  $  19,250.00
Endowment Guild (Legacy Society)  $  1,045.19  $  1,000.00  $  1,000.00
Fundraising Expenses  $  6,600.00  $  16,722.09  $  16,762.00
Music: Choir, Library, Organ Repairs  $  48,499.84  $  41,700.00  $  47,300.00
Office Supplies: Computer, Postage, Paper & Supplies  $  8,707.16  $  6,500.00  $  5,750.00
Office/Parish Expenses: Copier Lease, Beverage Service  $  28,141.94  $  22,187.00  $  19,386.00
Outreach Expenses  $  18,741.11  $  18,750.00  $  18,750.00
Personnel: Salaries, insurances. Payroll Service, Pensions, Taxes  $  337,925.01  $  329,050.36  $  387,748.15
Rector Discretionary Expenses  $  4,856.60  $  1,000.00  $  1,000.00
Search Committee Expenses  $  913.56  $  1,000.00  $  10,000.00
Telephone & Internet: Equipment Lease, Rector Cellphone  $  6,091.83  $  6,006.80  $  6,468.36
Worship/Altar Guild: Wine, Bread & Flowers  $  5,947.13  $  5,980.00  $  5,530.00

Total Expenditures  $  683,855.97  $  593,234.48  $  668,180.34

Net Operating Revenue  $  (160,659.99)  $  (44,358.50)  $  (41,642.34)

Other Revenue

Other Ordinary Income  $  35,000.00  $  35,000.00  $  25,000.00
Transfers from Endowment Fund  $  43,000.00  $  0.00  $  18,000.00
Transfers of Monies Received Earlier  $  70,000.00  $  0.00  $  0.00

Total Other Revenue  $  148,000.00  $  35,000.00  $  43,000.00

Net Revenue  $  (12,659.99)  $  (9,358.50)  $  1,357.66
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Our Dreams 
for the Future

We hope to continue moving on from pandemic-related isolation, rebuilding and strengthening 

 the bonds of community within our parish by reviving and introducing both past and new 

fellowship activities and affinity groups. We have identified a need to nurture, empower, and encourage 

parishioners to take on leadership and volunteer roles and initiate the organization of social events 

and fellowship groups. We hope to reinforce and strengthen our community through strong leadership 

from our clergy and laypeople alike, particularly in:

Hospitality

Develop a comprehensive strategy to reach 

new people and incorporate them into the life 

of the church.

Fellowship

Create more opportunities for people in the 

church to form meaningful relationships.

Inclusion

Vitalize programs and practices to attract 

families with children and youth to our church 

while continuing to serve the many beautiful 

family structures—both found and biological—

that already exist in our parish.

Outreach

Younger parishioners have called for a greater 

focus on issues of social justice and institutional 

change.

Examples of social events and fellowship 

groups, past and present:

• Annual Parish Gala 

• Breaking Bread Luncheons

• Young Adults Group (20s–30s)

• Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

• Dia de los Muertos Potluck

• Q&A (Queers & Atonement)

• Lenten Simple Suppers followed by Stations 

of the Cross

• Weekly Prayer for an End to Gun Violence 

(community prayers held on our corner of 

Kenmore & Ardmore)
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Opportunities 
for Growth

The CAT survey results described Atonement as having “high energy” but only “moderate 

 satisfaction.” We see this contradiction as a result, in part, of the pandemic. However, we also 

consider it to be a reflection of leadership changes in quick succession following the long tenure of a 

well-loved rector. We hope to re-engage our community, repairing the impact of both transitions and 

the pandemic, and move forward together into a coherently planned future. This work has already 

begun in our current transition under the thoughtful leadership of an engaged interim rector. We also 

anticipate this will involve several challenges in the near future, including: 

• Finding new ways to welcome parishioners who attend our 8:00 Spoken Mass

• Creating more transparent and representative parish governance

• Encouraging more social interaction among parishioners beyond the Sunday coffee hour

• Exploring the possibility of a capital campaign to support the stewardship of our buildings

• Building a clearer mission statement to unite and focus our efforts as a community of faith 

• Gradually and prayerfully guiding ourselves into more decentralized leadership
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Our Next 
Rector

Our new rector will be deeply versed in the theology, music, liturgy, and social thinking of the 

Anglo-Catholic Church, all of which should inspire their preaching and guide their approach 

to worship and church life. This instinctive love and respect for our tradition must be balanced by a 

sensitivity to the needs of today’s church: for compassion for the dispossessed in the communities 

around us; for a decentralized power structure in which responsibility is spread amongst clergy, staff, 

and lay leaders; and for creative and innovative approaches that will attract new parishioners, nurture 

our children, and rejuvenate the faithful. Wisdom, prayerfulness, and maturity are key attributes for 

someone attempting to achieve this balance, but so are sharp administrative and managerial skills—

and enough humility to know that God, who works in mysterious ways, can also be served through 

a balanced budget and a thriving endowment.

In the words of parishioners:

“Help us help ourselves.”

“Help us learn to relate to one 
another.”

“a visionary, facilitator, innovator”

“a deeply faithful Christian with a 
rich personal prayer life”
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The Neighborhood of 
Edgewater, Chicago

A tonement’s neighborhood, Edgewater, is located on the far North Side of the city. Edgewater 

is bounded by Lake Michigan, lakefront beach parks, and luxury housing on the east; moving 

west, the socio-economic and racial profiles of the neighborhood change to reveal areas of economic 

distress, diminished infrastructure, and insecurity. Edgewater is also home to a vibrant LGBTQ+ 

community which has enriched Atonement in many ways. Such diversity has historically been 

fertile ground for Anglo-Catholic parishes, with their commitment to both sacramental beauty and 

community engagement, and Atonement has thrived here thanks to its unambiguous missions to 

serve God and our neighbors. We are deeply rooted in our part of the city and committed to its long-

term health. We are fortunate to share this commitment in our work with other faith traditions through 

the Edgewater Community Religious Association (ECRA), comprising Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 

Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Hindu, Jewish, and Muslim members (among others). In the spirit 

of ecumenicism, ECRA also hosts interfaith fellowship events and an annual interfaith Thanksgiving 

service.
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The Neighborhood of Edgewater, Chicago

Edgewater Statistics
Population (2020)

 Total population — 56,296
 Total households — 30,466
 Average household size — 1.7

Median Income (2016–2020) — $58,283

Race & Ethnicity (2016–2020)
Asian — 13.7%

 Black — 13.3%
 Hispanic or Latino — 15.9%
 White (Non-Hispanic) — 53.5%

Other/Multiple Races — 3.6%

Age (2016–2020)
 Under 5 — 4.3%
 5–19 — 10.4%

20–34 — 31.6%
35–64 — 38.8%
65–84 — 12.5%

85+ — 2.5%
Median Age — 37.1

Information sourced from Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Atonement Statistics
Membership

Recorded membership — 440
Post-pandemic Sunday attendance — 170 + 35 virtual participants
Length of membership — 13% have joined in the last two years; 

14% have belonged more than twenty years; 
median — 5–10 years

Average Household Income — $111,535

Race & Ethnicity (2016–2020)
Asian — 3%
Black — 5%
Hispanic or Latino — 3%
White (Non-Hispanic) — 90%
Other/Multiple Races — 0%

Age of Adult Parishioners
19–24 — 1%
25–34 — 6%
35–44 — 15%
45–54 — 8%
55–64 — 15%
65+ — 55%

Statistics reflect Atonement parishioners who responded to the 
2022 Congregation Assessment Tool (CAT)
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Episcopal Diocese of Chicago

The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago is geographically and culturally expansive. The diocese spans 

 about half of the area of Illinois, stretching from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi River, from 

the Wisconsin border nearly to St. Louis. Our 122 congregations are found in the city of Chicago and 

its suburbs, other Illinois cities like Aurora, Peoria, and Rockford, and many rural settings across the 

state.

The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago encompasses congregational vitality initiatives, such as the College 

for Congregational Development, established Episcopal college ministries throughout the state, and 

a strong commitment to social witness, as expressed through the work of Episcopal Charities and 

Community Services, the social outreach arm of the diocese.

The Right Reverend Paula E. Clark became the thirteenth Bishop of Chicago in September 2022.
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Walk
With Us

Thank you for taking the time to get to know us through reading our profile. Our hope is that     

 our new rector will love who we are and what got us where we are today. We pray for a rector 

with a heart for Chicago and, in particular, our Edgewater community. We anticipate a leader with 

the wisdom and grace to guide us through our challenges and into a fruitful future. We hope you will 

prayerfully reflect on whether God is calling you to the people of our parish and our ministries.

Interested candidates are asked to complete the diocesan Clergy Information Form for Transitions. 

Questions about the application process should be directed to the Reverend J. Sierra Reyes, Associate 

for Ministries. Mtr. Sierra can be reached at jsreyes@episcopalchicago.org.

https://episcopalchicago.wufoo.com/forms/m1poxgz40cwsj2w/
mailto:jsreyes%40episcopalchicago.org?subject=

