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Welcome! 

Church of the Holy Comforter is a vibrant community 
of faith bringing people together to know and live the 
Good News of God in Jesus Christ. We are a parish of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago, grounded in the 
Anglican tradition. Enriched by our worship, strength-
ened by our formation, stimulated by our friendships, 
we are a community called to serve Christ in all peo-
ple and in all places. On any given Sunday, our pews 
are filled with people at every stage of life, from new-
borns to those in their nineties. We cherish that 
breadth of age, experience, and background, and 
welcome you, whether you are a visitor for a special 
occasion, someone who has entered our doors for a 
moment of reflection or are seeking a spiritual home. 
Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself in 
your journey of life and faith, you are welcome here. 
 
Our Christian vision reflects our belief that we are a 
community bound together in love and obedience to 
God. The world we live in is a gift from God, grace-
filled, but complex and challenging. Our response is 
to be a holy family through God’s grace. We seek to 
love God and to serve others. Following Christ’s com-
mandment, we invite and encourage others to wor-
ship and minister with us.  
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The Episcopal Diocese of Chicago has 
122 member congregations, spreading 
from Lake Michigan on the east, to the 
Wisconsin border on the north, and the 
Iowa border on the west. The Diocese is 
known for its leadership initiatives de-
signed to support congregational vitality. 
The diocese focuses its energies on two 
key programs: The College for Congre-
gational Development and Fierce Con-
versations. The Nicholas Center, located 
on the fifth floor of the Diocesan office 
building in downtown Chicago, provides 
classroom space and accommodations 
for these programs as well as other lead-
ership events for clergy and lay leaders.   

 
At a special convention in December, 
2020 the Rev. Paula E. Clark, then canon 
to the ordinary in the Diocese of Wash-
ington, D.C., was elected to serve as 
bishop. While the diocese awaits bishop-
elect Clark’s consecration, the diocese is 
well served by our Assisting Bishop, the 
Rt. Rev. Chilton Knudsen, and the Stand-
ing Committee, which is functioning as 
ecclesiastical authority. 

About the Episcopal Diocese of  
Chicago 
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About us 
Church of the Holy Comforter is located in Kenilworth, IL, a beautiful, tree-lined suburban commu-
nity of approximately 2500 residents situated 15 miles north of downtown Chicago on the shores 
of Lake Michigan. It is well serviced by public commuter rail to Chicago and, together with the 
neighboring towns of Wilmette, Winnetka, and Glencoe, offers excellent public schools, sandy 
beaches, walking and cycling trails, golf courses, libraries, and many cultural and civic activities. 
Additionally, Evanston, which is home to Northwestern University and is located just three miles 
from the church, offers many educational, cultural, and athletic opportunities for the surrounding 
communities. 
 
Our parish property includes a stately Rectory located beside the church on a quiet street within 
walking distance to the public elementary school and high school. 
 
We are a welcoming and inclusive Episcopal church that successfully blends a traditional liturgical 
approach with an open theology. We are in the theological mainstream of the Episcopal Church 
with parishioners of diverse views. We are a community of love and welcome, and are adaptable 
and flexible, as confirmed by the Congregational Assessment Tool. We have relatively few inter-
nal conflicts or divisions. We are generous with our time and talents: past experience has shown 
that when an immediate need emerges, whether it be for outreach or an urgent maintenance is-
sue, our parishioners respond quickly and with open hearts. Our financial stewardship is strong, 
our parishioners are talented and engaged, and our membership is stable. 
 
On Sundays, we celebrate the Eucharist at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. The 8 a.m. service follows a more 
traditional Rite I format. Our 10 a.m. Eucharist has a more contemporary feel and follows the Rite 
II Order of service. During the summer months, one of our Sunday services is held outdoors in the 
Columbarium adjacent to the church, where we are able to celebrate the Eucharist in the beauty 
of nature. 
 
Attendance at the two Sunday services currently is approximately 135 parishioners. Prior to the 
pandemic, attendance averaged between 180 and 200 parishioners on Sunday.  As pandemic-
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related restrictions ease, we are hopeful that our in-person attendance numbers will continue to 
grow and that we will return to pre-pandemic levels in the near future. Our clergy led virtual wor-
ship services during the early months of the pandemic  (averaging 180 views), and we continue to 
stream our Eucharists online for those who are not attending services in person. We plan to con-
tinue streaming our services in future to ensure that we are able to maintain a strong connection 
to all our parishioners, whether they are living in a care facility, spending part of the year at a vaca-
tion home, or have moved away permanently but value their longstanding relationship with Holy 
Comforter and wish to continue that connection. 
 
We have a tradition of strong Formation opportunities based on Christian worship, age-
appropriate educational programming, and fellowship. We enjoy each other’s company and so-
cialize regularly! Adult Formation hour is held at 9 a.m. Sundays, between the two Eucharists, and 
may feature a series of presentations from our clergy organized around a theme, or we may wel-
come guest speakers from the academic or community service fields. Our current Lenten Adult 
Formation series focuses on interfaith connections and understanding, and features speakers who 
belong to different faith traditions. We have a strong interest in the Biblical and historical founda-
tions of Christianity, and a desire to better understand the beliefs we share in common with other 
faiths. 
 
Beloved fellowship events include our Fall Festival and Blessing of Pets, Fall Fellowship Dinner, 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Parish Picnic, and Ice Cream Social. “Cocoa and Carols,” our 
Advent hymn sing, is an example of high-spirited fun, well attended by both young and old, and 
provides an opportunity for parishioners to call out their favorite hymns and have everyone pre-
sent sing along. Our parish picnic has featured outdoor live musical performances celebrating the 
music of various well-known contemporary artists. 
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Holy Comforter offers a wide variety of activities for all ages. 
Our preschool, All Things Bright and Beautiful, is counted 
among the best of this region’s preschools, and provides 
Christ-centered early childhood education for children up 
to five years of age. Providing a high quality education for 
our youngest neighbors deepens our connection to our 
larger community, and provides a safe and engaging space 
in which to grow in faith and learn in love. The preschool is 
an important ministry which introduces many young families 
to our church. 
 
Our worship experiences are enriched by a music program of exceptional quality under the lead-
ership of music director Dr. Derek Nickels. In 2016, our Aeolian-Skinner organ underwent an ex-
tensive project to clean, rebuild, and refurbish the organ to its original condition, and it is ex-
pected to provide wonderful music for many years to come. This instrument continues to serve as 
the cornerstone of the music ministry at Holy Comforter. Our adult choir includes professional vo-
calists and performs most Sundays and a few evenings on significant liturgical dates. Musically-
talented parishioners are welcome to participate in the choir. Our younger members offer their 
musical gifts in song or instrumental performances during the Eucharist several times throughout 
the year.  
 
We value musical excellence as a gift from God which leads us to a deeper spiritual experience 
and connects us to our traditions and history. We look forward to sharing the beauty of our music 
program with you! 
 
Our caring ministries are also an important component of our church life. We are a Stephen Minis-
try covenanting congregation. Our Stephen Ministers are a talented and deeply committed team 

of parishioners who are specially trained 
to provide caring and confidential Chris-
tian support for those experiencing be-
reavement, illness, or other challenges. 
The work of our Stephen Ministers sup-
plements the pastoral care provided by 
our clergy and brings Christ’s message 
of love, acceptance, and compassion to 
those in need.  

Key Ministries 
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We are seeking a new Rector as the result of our beloved current Rector’s retirement in June. 
These are big shoes to fill, but we have faith that the right candidate is out there and that he or 
she will feel God’s Call to lead us forward. 
 
The Rector Search Committee has conducted a parish survey and undertaken a series of listening 
sessions to identify the skills and attributes we hope to find in our next Rector. We value excep-
tional preaching that is intellectually challenging, theologically sound, and historically informed. 
We look to our clergy’s sermons for spiritual nourishment, to interpret the Scriptures in a manner 
relevant and meaningful to our lives, to help us understand and think deeply about the Gospel 
message, and to be assured of God’s love. We accept that people of faith may have differing po-
litical opinions, and while we welcome preaching which promotes universal values such as justice 
and equality for all, we believe that preaching should not proscribe specific political points of 
view. 

 
Holy Comforter is challenged by many 
of the same external factors impacting 
other churches, and to help us navi-
gate those forces, we are seeking a 
Rector with strong strategic leadership 
skills. We want to grow as a vibrant 
church community. We are seeking a 
candidate with prior demonstrated 
success enhancing youth participation 
in church and engaging the parents of 
young children. We seek someone 
who is dynamic, enthusiastic, welcom-
ing, and willing to innovate. We are 
seeking a community builder who 
would like to be a part of our larger 
community and who plans to remain in 
our church for many years to come. 
 
Our parishioners deeply value their 
personal relationship with our clergy. 
Our next Rector will have a strong pas-
toral care background, demonstrate 
empathy and compassion, and be able 
to support those experiencing illness, 
bereavement, job loss, or family dys-

Our Next Rector 
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function. Our lay caring ministries 
will supplement and expand the 
pastoral care efforts of clergy, and 
we are seeking a candidate who 
will promote and encourage our 
lay leaders in this important Chris-
tian service. 
 
Our music program was identified 
by parishioners as a valued minis-
try of the church which greatly en-
hances our worship experience. 
We are seeking a Rector candidate 
who has an appreciation for excel-
lent music and a desire to support 
our music program. While some of 
our parishioners have expressed an interest in expanding our musical offerings to include more 
contemporary works, others have informed the Search Committee that preserving our current, 
more traditional approach to sacred music is a priority.  
 
Thank you for your interest in our church. If you believe that we are a good match for your gifts, 
talents, and ministry, we look forward to hearing from you!  
 
To apply for this position, please complete the Clergy Information Form for Transitions found on 
the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago website. For more information on the application process 
please contact Andrea Mysen, Director of Ministries, at amysen@episcopalchicago.org or       
(312) 751-4203.  
 
Please contact the Search Committee chairs, Jane Eaton (jeaton256@aol.com) and Charlie Wise 
(cwisejr@earthlink.net), if you are interested in learning more about our parish and the Rector 
search process. 
 
Wishing you God’s Blessings and Peace, 
 
Holy Comforter Search Committee 

Church of the Holy Comforter 

222 Kenilworth Avenue  |  Kenilworth, IL  60043 

(847) 251-6120  |  www.holycomforter.org 


