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RULES OF ORDER 
FOR THE ELECTION OF THE XIII BISHOP OF CHICAGO 

December 12, 2020 
Via Zoom Webinar 

 
 

1. These Rules of Order for the election of the Bishop of Chicago, adopted pursuant to Canon 5 of 

the Diocese of Chicago, shall apply during the Special Virtual Convention for the Election of a 

Bishop (“Electing Convention”) scheduled to take place December 12, 2020 via Zoom. 

 
2. These Rules accede to the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church and of the 

Diocese of Chicago (collectively, “the canons”).  Except where inconsistent with the 

canons or these Rules, Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, the latest edition, shall 

govern the business proceedings of the Convention.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 

Convention may, by unanimous consent, take any action not inconsistent with the canons.   

When not inconsistent with these Rules, the Rules of Order for a Virtual Convention, 

adopted November 21, 2020, shall apply. 

 
3. The Electing Convention shall be presided over by the Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Chicago, Ecclesiastical Authority, and President of the Electing Convention.  

 

4. The Convention shall consider nominees of the Search and Nomination Committee (“Committee 

Nominees”) and any Petition Nominees whose candidacy has been put forward pursuant to the 

procedures for petition nominations published by the Standing Committee (under the title, The 

Petition Process for the Election of the XIII Bishop of Chicago).  Such candidates shall have been 

subject to appropriate background checks supervised by the Search and Nomination Committee 

and the Standing Committee, and the results of those background checks shall be reported to 

Convention.  Except for Committee Nominees and Petition Nominees in accordance with the 

Procedures for the Election of a Bishop, there shall be no further nominees for Bishop and no 

nominations from the floor of the Electing Convention. 

 

5. Those entitled to vote are duly certified Lay Delegates and Canonically Resident Clergy 

in good standing. Clergy Members who have been canonically resident in the diocese 
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fewer than six months preceding the election are not eligible to vote in the Electing 

Convention. [Dio Con 16.2] 

6. Prior to the commencement of the election process, there shall be identified to the President of 

Convention a person who shall be the authorized representative of each nominee.  Such person 

shall have authority to continue or withdraw the name of the candidate from further consideration 

of the Convention at any time.  Failure to identify such an authorized representative to the 

President of Convention, or the substantial absence of such representative thereafter, shall, at the 

discretion of the President, constitute a withdrawal of the nominee from the process. 

 

7. At the beginning of the election process, a Preliminary Ballot shall be conducted with respect to 

all candidates, including both Committee Nominees and Petition Nominees.  Those candidates 

receiving at least one vote in each Order on this Preliminary Ballot are nominated to Convention 

and shall be declared to be Convention Nominees [Dio Con 16.3]  Voting will take place using an 

electronic voting platform.  In lieu of the foregoing, at the discretion of the President of 

Convention, the Convention may by online polling approve the slate of candidates.   

 

8. Speeches and floor debates shall not be allowed, except as permitted at the discretion of the 

President of the Convention.  If a Member wishes to ask the President for permission to speak on 

any question or deliver any matter to the Convention, the Member shall use the raise hand 

function in the electronic platform and wait to be recognized by the President or his designee. 

 

9. Written materials submitted by each Nominee shall be available to members of the Convention in 

both electronic and (if requested) paper form, and no nominating speeches shall be permitted at 

Convention.   

 

10. Following the Preliminary Ballot and the selection of Convention Nominees, there shall be a First 

Ballot for the election of Bishop, and successive ballots thereafter as necessary, until the Bishop 

is elected.  The time permitted between ballots, as well as the order of silence, prayer, music, or 

other activity between ballots, shall be determined by the President of the Electing Convention.  

If no nominee achieves the required majority in both Orders by 5:30 PM Central Standard Time, 

and if the President concludes that the stalemate shall likely not be resolved without significant 

time for further discernment, reflection, and prayer, the President may place Convention in recess 

and thereafter announce a date time and location to reconvene. 
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11. A Nominee (whether a Committee Nominee or Petition Nominee) may withdraw from 

consideration at any time during the Convention by means of oral communication, email, or other 

electronic means with their designated representative to Convention, with a signed letter of 

withdrawal to follow, prior to the next ballot.  If the President of Convention is satisfied as to the 

legitimacy of the withdrawal, the President may postpone or dispense with the requirement of the 

withdrawal letter. 

 

12. Members of Convention shall not have any conversations with members of the Press while the 

Electing Convention is in session.  The President of Convention and the President of the Standing 

Committee shall be the official spokespersons for Diocesan communications with the Press 

concerning this Episcopal election. 

 

13. During the Electing Convention, no participant shall communicate in any way (e.g. by phone, 

email, text, social media, or by any other communication application or device) to anyone other 

than members of Convention about the business of the Electing Convention, except as authorized 

by the President of Convention.  No guests, alternate delegates, or media will be allowed onto the 

electronic platform or voting platform except those persons authorized by the President. 

 

14. In each ballot, the Clergy and Lay Delegates shall vote electronically and separately by Orders.  

When, in respect of any ballot, two-thirds of all the Clergy entitled to vote are present and two-

thirds of all the Congregations entitled to vote are represented by Delegates who are present, then 

a concurrent majority in each Order shall determine a choice.  If two-thirds of the Clergy or 

Congregations are not present (as described above), then two-thirds of the votes of each Order 

shall be necessary to determine a choice. [Dio Con 16.4]  In either case, a quorum must be 

present for each ballot. [Dio Con 13] 

 

15. When the tellers have reviewed the ballots cast and determined their validity, the head 

Teller shall report to the Secretary the total number of votes cast in each order, the 

number necessary to constitute an election in that Order, and the number of votes cast for 

each Nominee.  The Secretary shall verify the presence or absence of the required 
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majority in each order and shall pass all the information to the President.  After ballot  

results are verified by the tellers, the results will be shared with each Nominee’s representative.   

16. The President shall announce the report of the tellers to the Convention after confirming that 

Nominees have received the results.  When a Nominee has received the appropriate number of 

votes in both the clerical and lay orders based upon the number necessary to constitute an 

election, and the Nominee has received such information from their representative, the President 

of Standing Committee shall announce the report of the tellers to the Convention and declare the 

Nominee elected. 

 

17. Immediately following the election, while the Electing Convention remains in session, the 

President of the Convention shall arrange to have the signatures of a constitutional majority of the 

Convention affixed to the testimonial required by Canon III.11.3(a) of the Episcopal Church, 

attesting to the due and lawful election of the XIII Bishop of Chicago.  The testimonial shall be in 

substantially the form appended hereto. 

 

18. These Rules of Order shall be effective when adopted by a majority vote of the Electing 

Convention.  Once adopted, they may not thereafter be suspended or amended except upon 

motion duly made and seconded, and approved by two-thirds of Convention. 
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TESTIMONIAL OF THE ELECTION OF THE XIII BISHOP OF CHICAGO 
 

We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how important it is that the Sacred Order 

and Office of a Bishop should not be unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that it is our duty to 

bear testimony on this solemn occasion without partiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, 

testify that we know of no impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B. ought not to be 

ordained to that Holy Office. We do, moreover, jointly and severally declare that we believe the 

Reverend A.B. to have been duly and lawfully elected and to be of such sufficiency in learning, of 

such soundness in the Faith, and of such godly character as to be able to exercise the Office of a 

Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the Church, and to be a wholesome example to the 

flock of Christ. 

 
 
Date  ______________Signed_________________________________________________ 

 


