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The 181st Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 
Workshop Descriptions  

 
Friday, November 16, 9:45-11:00am 
 
A Taste of the College for Congregational Development -- Junior Ballroom A 
Get a taste of the College for Congregational Development! The College is a comprehensive training 
program that seeks to nurture and develop congregational development practitioners from within 
existing parish lay and clergy leadership. At the College you are taught models and tools to help 
your congregation develop and blossom, without fancy equipment or a big budget. It doesn't matter 
if your congregation is big or small, the CCD tools will apply to your church.  Led by Andrea Mysen, 
Ellen Ekevag, Gregg Morris, Barbara Seward, Jenny Replogle and Victor Conrado. 
 
Websites that Work -- Junior Ballroom C 
Too often, congregations jump straight into tactics when building a new website—what color 
should it be? which staff members should we list?—before thinking through their identity, strategy, 
and goals. In this workshop, we’ll talk about how to figure out your website strategy and chose 
tools—content management systems, databases, calendars, typefaces and more—that can help you 
have the website you need with the budget you can afford. Led by Rebecca Wilson, from Canticle 
Communications. 
 
Curating Liturgical Resources -- Cypress A 
Fresh off the heels of General Convention 2018's legislative sessions on prayer book revision, 
dioceses are compelled now to gather resources, liturgies, and the like to contribute Church-wide 
discussion of how we worship.  Join Greg Millikin in this conversation to share the experiences of 
your own worshipping community, particularly any liturgies that go beyond the Rite I or Rite II 
Eucharists from the BCP.  Participants are encouraged to bring copies of bulletins, slides, etc. to 
share together (or send digitally in advance).   All ideas, suggestions and concepts are welcome.  For 
more information, please contact Greg Millikin at greg@gracenewlenox.org.     
 
Are you ready?  Disaster and Safety Preparedness at your Church Episcopal Relief and Development 
--Cypress B 
Join Episcopal Relief & Development for a one-hour review on planning for disaster and safety 
issues for your church and congregation. Review the ministries and unique gifts that each 
congregation could provide to the community during a disaster or a violent event. Talk about the 
latest national and local events. This workshop will cover risk assessment tools, the Asset Map 
website, present best practices for reducing risk, and provide additional resources for your church. 
Led by: Lura Steele, program officer, US Disaster Program, Episcopal Relief & Development and 
Tom Camell, associate for Bishop & Trustees property management, Episcopal Diocese of Chicago. 
 
ECW Knitters -- Maple 
Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday. Please see signs 
posted outside the ECW room for a schedule of ministry presentations that will be made on Friday. 
 
  

mailto:greg@gracenewlenox.org


11/7/2018 

2 
 

Friday, November 16, 11:15am-12:30pm 
 
Models of Lay Ministry Discernment -- Junior Ballroom A 
Have you wondered about lay ministry and what it means? Have you asked: how can I truly live out 
my Baptismal Covenant in ways that are effectively focused on God’s purpose for God’s people? Is 
there something I am passionately involved in already that feels deeper than some “church duties” 
or volunteer work? How can I see parenting, marriage, career, volunteer work as ministry? 
Seekers who feel called to pursue a deeper understanding of Baptismal Ministry and the 
discernment process that supports it are encouraged to attend this panel workshop to discuss lay 
ministry. Led by Commission on Ministry members Peter Siwek, Jonathan Thomas, Barrie Gibby, 
Michelle Mayes, Ida Butler, Toni Daniels and Jim Lanning  
 
What is a Deacon? -- Junior Ballroom B 

Deacons are ordained leaders in the Church, embodying the servant ministry of Christ. A deacon is a 
voice calling the Church’s attention to the needs of the world and asking: What is the Church doing 
about those needs?  At the end of the liturgy, the deacon sends forth the people to live out their own 
baptismal ministries. Deacons have a wide variety of ministries, extensions of their own callings 
and responses to the needs of the community.  Want to learn more about diaconal ministry?  Come 
and meet deacons and hear the stories of their ministries. Led by Sue Nebel, Ed Bird, Newt 
Carpenter, Tom Craighead, Kevin Caruso, Patt Moser 
 
The Refugee Crisis, Detention, Deportation and Advocacy -- Junior Ballroom C (presented in English 
with Spanish translation)  
This workshop will describe the violence from which refugee families are fleeing and what happens 
at the border and in detention centers. Hear how lawyers and foreign language speakers volunteer 
to help release detained refugees and immigrants. Panelists will discuss how the current 
administration’s policy changes have resulted in increased deportations. Learn ways in which 
individuals and congregations can advocate for the administration’s humane treatment of 
immigrants and refugees in accord with domestic and international law. A question and answer 
session will conclude the workshop. 
 
Led by: 

• Ryan Clough, attorney, RAICES, Family Detention Program 
• Bernadine Karge, O.P. 
• Eric Biddy, rector, St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 
• Ina Winston, Chicago Legal Clinic Immigration Program staff attorney 
• Caroline Schoenberger, Harold Washington College Faculty and Chicago Legal Clinic 

immigration program supervisor 
• Fred Tsao, senior policy counsel, Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
• Ruth Garcia, certified legal interpreter 

 
Planned Giving: Are You Ready for the Future of Your Congregation? -- Cypress A 
Does your congregation have up-to-date endowment and gift acceptance policies in place?  Do you 
encourage gifts from Donor-advised funds? Do you promote gifts from individual estates and 
Trusts? Are you prepared to accept gifts from those seniors making charitable gifts from IRAs? Are 
you recording and recognizing all types of gifts properly?  Join the Episcopal Church Foundation’s 
Jim Murphy to review all these issues and more, and to learn how your congregation can prepare 
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both for the future of your congregation and the many changes that are coming to giving.  You will 
leave this workshop equipped with tools and ideas!  
 
How Do We Fix That? Building and Insurance Basics for your Church -- Cypress B 
A one-hour review of Building and Insurance fundamentals for your church and congregation.  The 
seminar will review insurance types, the claim process, premiums and ways to cut costs.  We will 
also cover a seasonal maintenance approach, climate change impacts, best practices for reducing 
risk and provide additional resources for your church. Led by Jeff Lyngaas, CPCU, CIC, vice 
president,  
Church Insurance Agency Corporation and Tom Camell, associate for Bishop & Trustees property 
management, Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 
 
ECW Knitters -- Maple 
Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday. Please see signs 
posted outside the ECW room for a schedule of ministry presentations that will be made on Friday. 
 
Friday, November 16-Lunch Learning Opportunities, 12:45pm-1:45pm (Bring your lunch) 
 
General Convention Debrief -- Junior Ballroom B 
Come and learn about the work accomplished in Austin, Texas, this past July at the Episcopal 
Church’s 79th General Convention. The Chicago deputation will present information on how General 
Convention works and key legislation that that will impact us. They will also discuss some of the 
hard work and hot topics at General Convention, including the House of Bishop’s “Liturgy of 
Listening” and the #metoo movement, marriage equality, and the status of the revision of the Book 
of Common Prayer. Please bring your questions! Led by Crystal Plummer, Louisa McKellaston, 
Sandra McPhee, Newland Smith, Christian Clough, M.E. Eccles, Kate Spelman, Jenny Replogle and 
Fran Holliday. 
 
Fierce Conversations -- Junior Ballroom C 
Fierce Conversations training teaches people how to have vital conversations that interrogate 
reality, provoke learning, resolve tough challenges and enrich relationships. While no single 
conversation is guaranteed to change the trajectory of a career, a congregation, a relationship, or a 
life, any single conversation can. Join Fierce accredited trainer Courtney Reid, director of operations 
and the Nicholas Center at this lunchtime conversation to learn more about how congregations and 
vestries within the diocese have incorporated the principles of Fierce into their lives together.  
 
Micah Jackson/Bexley Seabury Meet and Greet -- Cypress A 
Come and meet Micah Jackson, new president of Bexley Seabury Seminary. Micah and other staff 
members look forward to sharing the new vision for Bexley Seabury.  
 
Matthew Berryman/ECCS Meet and Greet -- Cypress B 
What’s next for Episcopal Charities and Community Services?  Meet new executive director, Matt 
Berryman, and hear about his role and ECCS’s future plans. 
 
Office Hours with Episcopal Church Foundation -- Board Room 
Join Episcopal Church Foundation’s Jim Murphy, CFRE, managing program director of endowment 
management, planned giving and donor solutions, and Leslie Pendleton, associate program director 
and capital campaign consultant, for this unique opportunity to ask your questions about ECF’s 
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offerings, including planned giving, endowments, capital campaign consulting for your congregation 
and more. 
 
ECW Knitters -- Maple 
Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday. Please see signs 
posted outside the ECW room for a schedule of ministry presentations that will be made on Friday. 
 
 
Saturday, November 17, 9:00am-10:15am 
 
Religion and Ethics in the Media: A Conversation with Ray Suarez-Junior Ballroom A 
Join keynote speaker Ray Suarez for an interactive discussion of religion and ethics in today’s 
media. 
 
Taking a Knee:  Faith, Patriotism, and Social Justice -- Junior Ballroom B 
This workshop will address the intersectional nature of faith, social justice, sports, racism and 
patriotism, and include a facilitated conversation about who and what our faith is calling us to be 
and do in the face of racial and social injustice.  Led by Antiracism Commission members Rory 
Smith, Donna Williams, Diane Shalda, Derrick Dawson and Bob Purcell. 
 
Beyond Social Media 101 -- Junior Ballroom C 
Congregations and church leaders have become accustomed to using social media to publicize 
events, display photographs and share news. In this workshop, we’ll consider how to take the next 
steps with social media to reach new audiences, rally support for a cause, listen to your community 
and share the gospel. We’ll also discuss how to address privacy and safety concerns and moderate 
respectful discussion to help ensure that your congregation’s social media accounts remain positive 
and productive. Led by Rebecca Wilson, from Canticle Communications. 
 
Budget Hearing -- Cypress A 
Please join the Diocesan Budget Committee and Bishop’s Staff members to learn more about the 
2019 diocesan budget approved by Diocesan Council and Bishop & Trustees.  The presentation will 
review the sources of revenue and expenses for the upcoming year and the priorities identified in 
creating the budget.  Ample time for questions will be available. 
 
Navigating the Path to Ordination -- Cypress B 
The path to ordination begins in the local community of faith and proceeds through a series of 
steps, ending with a recommendation for ordination.  Members of the Commission on Ministry will 
guide participants through each step of the process, from start to finish.  They will also provide 
orientation to resources on the diocesan web site.  People considering ordained ministry and 
rectors/vicars and priests-in-charge are encouraged to attend. Led by Sue Nebel and Jim Lanning. 
 
Introduction to Peer Ministry Leadership -- Oak 
Young people are already doing ministry. We just forgot to tell them! What if we gave young people 
more tools for the important conversations they have with friends every day? What if we gave them 
more opportunities to be leaders within our churches and youth ministry programs? What if we 
saw them as partners in ministry instead of recipients of ministry? 
 
Peer Ministry Leadership equips teens with skills for listening, welcoming, and helping their peers. 
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This workshop will provide an introduction to Peer Ministry Leadership for adult leaders and youth 
to help your church understand how to teach and implement the skills. Led by Chad Senuta. 
 
ECW Knitters -- Maple 
Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday.  
 
 
Saturday, November 17 Lunch Opportunities 12:00pm-1:30pm 
 
Lunch Topic Table Discussions -- Junior Ballroom (A, B and C) 
 
Clergy Spouse Luncheon -- Cypress A  
 
ECW Knitters -- Maple 
Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday.  
 
 


