
Standing Committee Report  

________________________________________________________________________  

Members of the Standing Committee are elected by the Diocesan Convention.  One cleric 

and one lay person are elected each year for a three year term. An individual may serve 

two consecutive terms.  The Standing Committee meets monthly.  This year the members 

are: Mr. Derrick Dawson, the Reverend Matthew Humm, Ms. Kathleen Leson, the 

Reverend Jeanne Leinbach (until August 21, 2015) Ms. Sandra McPhee, and the 

Reverend Shawn Schreiner.  Our canonical responsibility is to offer counsel to our 

bishop, consent to elections of bishops across the Episcopal Church and to all ordinations 

in the Diocese of Chicago, and approve the sale and encumbrance of property for 

parishes in this Diocese.  

With the encouragement and support of Bishop Lee, the Standing Committee provides 

advice and counsel on a wide range of matters that are significant to the Diocese.  Our 

goal is always to support the ministry of the Diocese and of its bishops and to further 

God’s mission in our corner of the Episcopal Church.  

We have worked closely with the Commission on Ministry to improve the experience for 

aspirants, postulants and candidates for Holy Orders, and to work with them in discerning 

the best expressions of their ministries.  

As this report is written, we plan to hold our November meeting in Ottawa.  This will 

give us the opportunity to meet with people and learn about the various ministries in that 

part of our Diocese.  In early 2014, we met in Peoria to learn about the rich history of that 

Deanery.  We hope to continue this pattern of meeting once a year with in one of the 

Deaneries of this Diocese.  

We encourage and support the work of the Executive Team and we are particularly 

grateful for Bishop’s Lee’s spiritual and practical leadership of the Diocese.  We have 

been privileged to work with Bishop Chris Epting and we give thanks for his presence 

here.  

We pray regularly in thanksgiving for the people of this Diocese, particularly for its 

varied and exciting ministries. We celebrate those who strive to bring comfort and 

healing to people of this diocese, in our nation and in the world.  

  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Sandra F. McPhee  

 


