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The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) began the year under the leadership of Jane 

Forrest McCarron who completed her 3 year term as President in April.  Beth Petti was elected 
President during the 130th Annual Meeting of the ECW of Chicago held in Chicago at St. James 
Commons and the Cathedral on Saturday, April 25. 
 
Annual Meeting   The theme for the meeting was “Telling Our Stories:  130 Years of Supporting 
Women’s Ministries” and women’s historian and archivist Rima Schultz was the keynote speaker.  
During the business session, Diane Edwards was elected Secretary and Maryfran Crist was elected 
1st Vice President. An afternoon workshop focused on the new ECW slogan “Connect and Be 
Heard” - an interactive workshop sharing past and current women’s ministries and looking towards 
renewed ministries in the future.  The afternoon concluded with a Eucharist service celebrated by 
Bishop Lee.  The newly elected officers and current board members were installed and blessed and 
the spring United Thank Offering was gathered.  The hand bell choir from Trinity, Wheaton – the 
new president’s parish – provided music during the service.  80 women and men were in 
attendance. 
 
Altar Guild Conference    The Diocesan Altar Guild disbanded over 20 years ago and the ECW Board 
felt that 2015 might be an appropriate time to gather the diocesan altar guild members for a 
conference.  The first annual conference was held Saturday, June 6 at Trinity, Wheaton.  45 women 
and men of the altar guilds attended the half day conference which opened with Morning Prayer in 
Trinity’s historical chapel.  Emily Carlson from Solace Glass was the featured speaker, describing her 
work with leaded glass and providing guidelines for the care and maintenance of church windows.  
Prior to lunch, three workshops were held:  “The History of the Book of Common Prayer” by 
Deacon Jim Lanning, (Trinity), “Altar Guild 101” by Nancy Lanning (Trinity Altar Guild director) and “To 
Honor and Adorn” by Jennifer Hunt (Countryside Floral, Crystal Lake) focusing on floral design for the 
altar.  The conference concluded with lunch and fellowship.  Due to the success of this program, 
plans are going forward for a conference in 2016. 
 
Triennial   Three delegates from Chicago attended the National ECW Triennial which is held in 
conjunction with the General Convention.  A separate report on Triennial has been submitted. 
 
Fall Forum    St. Hugh of Lincoln, Elgin, hosted the Fall Forum “Telling Our Stories, Sharing our 
Cultures” on Saturday, October 3.  After morning fellowship, the 60 women and men in attendance 
assembled in the church to hear a panel discussion.  The Rev. Marc Strong (Incarnation, Bloomingdale) 
was the moderator, with guests The Rev. Bert Liggayu from the Philippine Independent Church 
(Bloomingdale), The Rev. Luis Andrade (St. Helena’s, Burr Ridge) formerly from Ecuador and Abraham 
Keuk a Sudanese “Lost Boy” (St. Paul’s by the Lake, Chicago).  A Eucharist service was the concluding 
event and all attending clergy participated, including ECW chaplain The Rev. Deacon Trilby Murray 
(SS George & Matthias, Chicago) and an associate of Fr. Luis from Ecuador.  Our special guest was Bishop 
Joseph Garang Atem from our companion diocese of Renk, South Sudan who delivered the sermon.   
 
Diocesan Convention    Beginning at the Diocesan Convention in 2014, the ECW hosted a lunch 
room for “knitogether”.  For 2015, the ECW will have our usual two exhibit tables as well as the 
knitogether space.  Knitters and fiber artists are invited to have lunch, pick up yarn, share 



information about knitting ministries and donate scarves to the SoulScarves collection at Grace, 
Chicago.  
 
United Thank Offering    Diocesan Coordinator Helen Mensing has been diligently contacting 
parishes and their leaders to present the story of the United Thank Offering (UTO).   She has 
provided an informative display at each of the ECW events and Diocesan convention.  Each year, 
collections of thank offerings are made which are then sent to the national office.  These funds 
form the basis for national and international grants.  In 2015, The UTO Grant will provide computer 
upgrades for the Workforce Development Program of Lawrence Hall Youth Services which prepares 
youth to obtain and maintain employment. This is done by providing career counseling, teaching 
and modeling job readiness skills. 
 
New Initiatives    Communications have been a major focus of the board this year.  Our website, 
www.ecwchicago.org, is updated regularly featuring diocesan activities, and Province V meetings.  
A printed newsletter, The Mirror, has been produced in alternate months beginning in May.  The 
Mirror, is circulated to several hundred members both in print and electronic forms but as of 
January 2016, the print editions will only be available to members by request.  Each month, an        
e-newsletter update is sent to either highlight the attached newsletter, or to announce other ECW 
news.  In our newsletter, we are reaching out to the parishes to profile women of note in business. 
“Faith at Work” highlights the faith connection to the subject’s employment and/or success.  We 
also are featuring women’s book groups, “WE Read (Women Episcopalians Read)” hoping to share 
and connect readers and groups.  The Mirror also includes a meditation each month. 
 
Linda Toberman, member at large, is spearheading the plans for a Fall Retreat in 2016.  This retreat 
will replace the Fall Forum meeting, and will include 2 days of faith and fellowship.  The ECW of 
Chicago has never hosted a retreat, so this is an especially exciting opportunity to offer a spiritual 
weekend to the women of the diocese. 
 
Plans are also being made to hold mini-meetings across the diocese on a variety of topics, 
encouraging women to gather, meet and exchange ideas.  Board members and other volunteers 
will offer these gatherings throughout the year in a wide range of locations.  The goal is to widen 
our outreach across the diocese. 
 
The women of the Board of the ECW embrace our leadership position for women’s ministries in the 
Diocese and Province V.  The dedication of our members is impressive and we look forward serving 
them well in the coming year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Beth Petti 
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