
 
 

Convention 2017 Workshops 

 

Friday, November 18, 9:00am-10:15am 

Building the Beloved Community: The Church’s Call to Racial Justice (Junior Ballroom A) 

Led by Chuck Wynder, Missioner for Social Justice & Advocacy, The Episcopal Church 

The session will focus on the foundation and reason for the church’s work to advance racial 
justice and reconciliation.  Join us for this interactive workshop about the ongoing work of the 
Episcopal Church’s initiatives to enhance its capacity for witness, advocacy, and engagement 
for racial justice and reconciliation.  Participants will develop an appreciation of the 
theological foundation to dismantle racism and work for truth, racial healing, and 
transformation.  

 

El liderazgo en la mayordomia/Leadership in Stewardship (Junior Ballroom B) 

Led by Sandra Montes, Spanish Language Resource Consultant, Episcopal Church Foundation 

Este taller les dará herramientas de cómo usar métodos claves para fortalecer sus juntas 
parroqiales/comités del Obispo o misión y así explorer maneras de mejorar o reforzar su 
programa de mayordomía. 

This workshop will give you tools to empower your vestries or bishop’s committees and thus 
explore ways to improve or strengthen your stewardship program. 

 

Commission on Ministry: What We’re Looking for in Church Leadership (Junior Ballroom C) 

Led by Victor Conrado and Barrie Gibby, Commission on Ministry, Diocese of Chicago 

Join members of the Commission on Ministry for a conversation on the gifts and skills the 
Commission and Diocese are looking for in our church leaders. Leaders means you—we want 
to talk about it all, lay and ordained, priest and deacon. This conversation is not just about 
discernment and the path to ordination; it’s about raising up baptismal ministry and lay 
leaders for our work in the church and the world.  

 

 

 



Beyond Social Media 101 (Cypress A) 

Led by Jim Naughton and Rebecca Wilson, Canticle Communications 

Many church leaders and their congregations are using social media to publicize events in 
their parishes, display photographs and pass on the occasional article of interest. That’s great, 
but Facebook, Twitter and Instagram also can be used to reach new audiences, rally support 
for a cause, listen deeply to what your community is saying and share the gospel with people 
who otherwise might not hear it. Come discuss some creative approaches that will help you to 
use social media to better effect. 

 

Planned Giving 101: Setting Up a Planned Giving Program for Your Church (Cypress B) 

Led by Jim Murphy, Episcopal Church Foundation 

Take the mystery out of planned giving for your congregation.  Learn in easy to understand 
terms how planned giving differs from annual stewardship and capital campaigns, and how 
your congregation can build endowments through wills and life income and other planned 
gifts.  After a review of the planned giving instruments, you will learn about the importance of 
a church vision, protecting and growing your endowment, and how to invite others to 
remember your church through estate and financial planning.  You will leave the workshop 
with a plan of action. 

 

Friday, November 18, 10:30am-11:45am 

Websites that Work (Junior Ballroom A) 

Led by Jim Naughton and Rebecca Wilson, Canticle Communications 

Too often, congregations jump straight into tactics when building a new website—what color 
should it be? which staff members should we list?—before thinking through their identity, 
strategy, and goals. In this workshop, we’ll talk about how to figure out your website strategy 
and chose tools—content management systems, databases, calendars, typefaces and more—
that can help you have the website you need with the budget you can afford. 

 

Antiracism Commission Panel Discussion with live translation (Junior Ballroom B) 

Led by the Antiracism Commission 

 

 

 



The Preaching Moment (Junior Ballroom C) 

Led by Bishop Yvette Flunder 

Bishop Flunder, our convention keynote speaker, will lead a workshop on preaching. 

 

Project Resource: Taking Stewardship to the Next Level (Cypress A) 

Led by Shay Craig, Associate for Resource Development, Diocese of Chicago 

Project Resource is a comprehensive toolkit for boosting annual giving, planned giving and 
evangelism in congregations of any size or context. Built on a strong theological foundation 
with an emphasis on engagement, this year-round fundraising mode is equipped with tools 
which can be tailored for use in any congregation. The Diocese of Chicago is committed to 
making Project Resource available to any church interested in participating. Join us for an 
overview of the resources and their applications as well as learnings from various churches 
who have tested the program this year.  

 

Saturday, November 19, 9:00am-10:15am 

 

Racial Justice: Essential to a Life Affirming, Loving & Liberating Episcopal Church (Junior 
Ballroom A) 

Led by Chuck Wynder, Missioner for Social Justice & Advocacy, The Episcopal Church 

Why must we live into the call to be a life affirming, loving and liberating Church?  What role 
does truth, racial healing, and transformation play in being part of The Jesus Movement.  This 
interactive session will focus on the identification of opportunities for engaging in the work of 
racial justice and reconciliation in the Diocese of Chicago.   

 

A Taste of the College for Congregational Development (Junior Ballroom B) 

Led by the CCD Trainers 

Come and get a taste of how the College for Congregational Development (CCD) can help your 
church.  At the College you are taught models and tools to help your congregation develop and 
blossom. You don’t need any fancy equipment or a big budget. It doesn't matter if your 
congregation is big or small, the tools you get at CCD will apply to your church. Please join us 
to get more information and a glimpse of the College.  

 

 



Grant Writing Panel (Junior Ballroom C) 

Join us for a discussion of best practices, our favorite resources, and feedback from a national 
grant funding organization. Together we will walk through the grant process from start to 
finish with time for questions.  The panel includes Otto Reinisch from Episcopal Charities and 
Community Services, Helen Mensing from the United Thank Offering, Beth Petti from the 
Episcopal Church Women and Shay Craig from the Bishop’s staff. 

 

Websites that Work (Cypress A) 

Led by Jim Naughton and Rebecca Wilson, Canticle Communications 

Too often, congregations jump straight into tactics when building a new website—what color 
should it be? which staff members should we list?—before thinking through their identity, 
strategy, and goals. In this workshop, we’ll talk about how to figure out your website strategy 
and chose tools—content management systems, databases, calendars, typefaces and more—
that can help you have the website you need with the budget you can afford. 

 

Planned Giving 201: Creating a Legacy Society and using Planned Giving Resources for Your 
Congregation (Cypress B) 

Led by Jim Murphy, Episcopal Church Foundation 

Join us to learn how to use the resources provided by Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF) to 
encourage new gifts to support your congregation’s future through estate and financial 
planning. We will also review how to create and sustain a Legacy Society to encourage giving 
to your church for decades to come.  

 

 


