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Commission on Ministry 

What we Seek in a Deacon 
 

Every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, serving God the 

Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Church calls deacons to a 

special ministry of servanthood in direct relationship with the authority of 

the bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, a deacon is to serve all people, 

particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 

A deacon in the Church is to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek 

nourishment from them, and to model his or her life upon them. The 

deacon is to make Christ and his redemptive love known, by word and 

example, to people among whom the deacon lives, works, and worships. 

A deacon is to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of 

the world, to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the 

ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments, and to carry out other duties 

assigned. At all times, the deacon’s life and teaching are to show Christ’s 

people that in serving the helpless they are serving Christ himself. 

-adapted from the Book of Common Prayer, Ordination of a 

Deacon 

 

Personal Qualities 

Deep grounding in, and commitment to, the Christian faith 

Healthy patterns of life in study, prayer, self-care, self-awareness 

and discipline 

Proven strength to establish, develop, and maintain relationships 

Openness and courage 

Ability and willingness to engage conflict and seek reconciliation 

Demonstrated gifts in leading people to identify and achieve goals 

Curiosity coupled with a desire to learn and grow 

Effectiveness in communication 

 

Interpreter to the Church 

Ability to raise awareness of injustice and invite meaningful response 

 Capacity to call forth and prepare others in service to those in need 

 

Leadership in Service 

 Ability to spark enthusiasm and commitment for serving 

 Capacity to lead, prepare, and encourage people in their ministries 

 Excellence in proclaiming the Gospel in the liturgy 

 Ability to relate connections between the Church’s liturgy and its 

mission 

Commitment to serve collegially among deacons and priests, under 

the authority and direction of the bishop 


