
2017 DIOCESAN CONVENTION WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Friday Morning, 10 am - 11:45 am* 

 

Church Pension Group Pension Revisions Presentation for Clergy*10 am to noon  

This workshop will explain the clergy pension plan revisions expected to take effect in January, 

2018. The revisions will maintain the overall value of benefits provided today and will offer greater 

flexibility, consistency, and simplicity. Please join Church Pension Group (CPG) staff to hear about 

these important revisions firsthand. This is the only time CPG will be in our diocese to discuss these 

important changes to the clergy pension plan and this will be the only chance to ask questions in a 

“live”. All clergy (active and retired) and their spouses are encouraged to attend. 

 

Guided Labyrinth Walk “The Labyrinth: A Tool for Uncertain Times” 

The labyrinth is a path for walking prayer. It calms the mind, opens the heart, and connects the 

psyche with the Spirit. This guided labyrinth walk and workshop will provide didactic vocabulary 

and a variety of labyrinth experiences, including seasonal and global themes. Workshop leader 

Barrie Gibby will share her background as a traveler, pilgrim, teacher and Veriditas Advanced 

Certified Labyrinth Facilitator.  

 

Commission on Global Ministry “Refugee Crisis: Called to Respect the Dignity of Every Human Being” 

The Commission on Global Ministry invites you to learn more about the refugee crisis, and how 

churches, families and individuals can act upon God’s call to respect the dignity of every human 

being. Experts in the field of resettlement and a panel of church members experienced in 

‘welcoming the stranger’ will share how lives are being transformed through prayer, direct support, 

and advocacy. 

 

Choir Rehearsal 

Open to all. Led by Dent Davidson, Associate for Liturgy and the Arts.  

 

ECW Knitters  

Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday. Please see signs 
posted outside the ECW room for a schedule of ministry presentations that will be made on Friday. 



Friday Brown Bag Lunches 

 

Peace and Justice Committee “Pilgrimage: Do we have a voice in the Holy Land?” 

The Peace and Justice Committee will host a brown bag (bring your own) lunch discussion for those 

who have traveled to Israel and Palestine and/or who are interested in the role that our diocese 

might have in pursuit of justice and peace for both Palestinians and Israelis. Travelers will be 

invited to share their experiences of both the Holy Land sites and the "Living Stones" - the people 

who inhabit these lands. Questions will be invited, and we hope to have a lively discussion on future 

resolutions and actions we might take as a diocese. 

 

A Fierce Conversations “Teaser” 

Fierce Conversations training teaches people how to have vital conversations that interrogate 

reality, provoke learning, resolve tough challenges and enrich relationships. While no single 

conversation is guaranteed to change the trajectory of a career, a congregation, a relationship, or a 

life...any single conversation can. Join Courtney Reid, Director of Operations and the Nicholas 

Center, and Fierce accredited trainer in this lunch time conversation to learn more about how 

congregations and vestries within the diocese have incorporated the principles of Fierce into their 

life together. 

 

Self-Guided Labyrinth Walk 

Take time to walk the labyrinth set up in the Junior Ballroom A. This quiet meditation space will be 

open from 12 – 1:15 pm on Friday during the convention lunch break. Please do not bring in food or 

beverages, other than water. 

 

ECW Knitters 

Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday. Please see signs 
posted outside the ECW room for a schedule of ministry presentations that will be made on Friday. 
 

  



Friday Evening Workshops, 5 – 6 pm 

 

Resolution Hearings 

Learn about the resolutions which will be brought to the floor of Convention for a vote during the 

Saturday business session. Ask questions and hear from the people sponsoring the resolutions. 

 

Meet the Candidates 

Each year, Diocesan Convention elects lay and clergy representatives to serve on Standing 

Committee, Bishop and Trustees, and Cathedral Chapter. Meet the candidates and representatives 

currently serving on these bodies for casual conversations. Learn more about how our diocese is 

structured, how these governing bodies function, and get to know those serving on your behalf at 

the diocesan level.  

 

Episcopal Relief & Development “Healing a Hurting World” 

Join Timothy Murray, Diocesan Coordinator for Episcopal Relief & Development, to learn more 

about the mission and focus of the organization. ERD serves to bring the generosity of Episcopalians 

and others together with the needs of the world, nationally as well as internationally. Learn how 

ERD’s asset based community development programs promote stronger, more resilient 

communities. Come and learn more and see how you can help. 

 
Campus Ministry “It’s kind of a big deal” 
 
The Church seems to be at a critical moment when it comes to connecting with young adults and 
sharing the Gospel. Come learn how we are seeking to “Grow the church, form the faithful, and 
change the world” through ministry with young adults on college campuses in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Chicago. Find out how you can get involved with these ministries or learn more about 
how your church could reach out to a local college or university in your area. 
 

ECW Knitters 

Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday.  
 

  



Saturday Morning Workshops, 9 - 10:15 am 

 

A Taste of the College for Congregational Development 

 

Get a taste of the College for Congregational Development! The College is a comprehensive training 

program that seeks to nurture and develop congregational development practitioners from within 

existing parish lay and clergy leadership. At the College you are taught models and tools to help 

your congregation develop and blossom, without fancy equipment or a big budget. It doesn't matter 

if your congregation is big or small, the CCD tools will apply to your church.  Please join us to get 

more information and a glimpse of the College. 

 

Stewardship Panel Discussion 

A panel of clergy leaders will share their best practices for Annual Stewardship Campaigns. Topics 

will include communications strategies, pledge cards, online resources, closing out the campaign 

and much more. Panelists will speak from their own experience and then open the floor to 

comments and suggestions. Bring your own ideas and experiences and benefit from the wisdom of 

your colleagues. Panelists: the Rev. Anne Jolly (St. Gregory, Deerfield), the Rev. Courtlyn Williams 

(Trinity, Highland Park) and Dean Dominic Barrington (St. James Cathedral).  

 
 
Anti-Racism Commission “Pathway to Reconciliation: The Congregational Study Guide of the Legacy 
of Slavery Taskforce Report” 
 
Bishop Lee has emphatically charged each congregation to spend the next year in conversation on 
the impact of the legacy of slavery and segregation and discrimination in its local context, based on 
the Legacy of Slavery Taskforce Report.   
 
“The Pathway to Reconciliation” is a congregational study guide based on the report. The study 
guide will be introduced and presented during this workshop to demonstrate how your 
congregation may use it to generate informative, meaningful, faithful and redemptive 
transformations on the pathway to reconciliation. 
 

Deacon Leadership Team “Are You Interested in Becoming a Deacon?” 

Deacons serve as icons of the servant ministry of Christ. Working in collegial relationship with 
priests and the bishop, deacons serve as a bridge between the Church and the world, fulfilling their 
responsibility to “interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world” (BCP, p. 543: 
The Ordination of a Deacon).  Learn about the important work of deacons and the path to 
ordination. 
 

 



Budget Hearing 

Join members of the Diocesan Budget Committee to learn more about the 2018 Diocesan operating 
budget. We will review sources of income and yearly expenses for the diocese and share 
information about the fiscal organization of the diocese. 
 

Choir Rehearsal 

Open to all. Led by Dent Davidson, Associate for Liturgy and the Arts.  

 

ECW Knitters 

Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday.  
 

 

Saturday Brown Bag Lunches 

 

Storytelling with Melissa Perrin 

We are drawn to stories. We live them, craft them and tell them. We can use stories to unite and to 

sever. We wield power with our narratives. Join us in examining how we tell our stories and the 

stories of others. We will explore how stories change in a telling, and the power of re-writing our 

tales. We will explore how the filters through which we tell stories heal and change our paths. 

 

All Our Children and Church - School Partnerships “The Role of the Church in Addressing Equity in 

Public Education” 

Learn how local congregations and people of faith are providing transformational leadership in 

addressing one of the key crises of our time – the lack of high quality, equitable public education for 

30 million American children living in and near poverty. Hear about church partnerships with 

public schools; ranging from tutoring and mentoring students to advocacy and community 

organizing. Share what you are doing, what you would like to do, and learn about All Our Children’s 

national network.  

 

 



Deacons Gathering 

Deacons of the diocese are invited to gather for lunch (bring your own) for a time of fellowship, 

conversation, and information-sharing. This is an opportunity to meet our new deacons and 

postulants and connect with colleagues. 

 

Education for Ministry “Teaser” 

Through our baptism we are all ministers of the Church. EfM Education for Ministry is a distance 

learning program for adult formation from the University of the South at Sewanee, that equips us to 

learn more about our faith in order to be better ministers. Participants meet in weekly seminar 

groups for 36 weeks, led by trained Mentors to engage with scripture, church history, theology and 

ethics. Participants take part in discussions on the readings and are introduced to several form of 

theological reflections, which are the core of EfM. Led by diocesan coordinator Cherryl Holt. 

 

ECW Knitters 

Take time to relax in the Episcopal Church Women (ECW)-sponsored room during Convention. 
Everyone is invited to stop by and learn about ECW's ministries in the diocese. Knitters are invited 
to bring their projects for quiet knitting during lunch on Friday and Saturday.  
 
 
 


