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LEGISLATION AND RESOLUTIONS 

Resolution 

A-179 – Renewal of Companion Diocese Relationships 

  Chicago/Southeast Mexico/Renk, South Sudan   

 

Legislation 

 

B-179 – Amend Constitution Article I [The Title and Bounds of the Diocese] 

  (1
st
 reading in 2015 as A-178) 

 

C-179 – Amend Constitution Article V [Members of the Convention] 

  (1
st
 Reading in 2015 as B-178) 

 

D-179 – Amend Constitution Article VII [The Secretary of the Convention] 

  (1
st
 Reading in 2015 as C-178) 

 

E-179 – Amend Constitution Article XIII, Section 1 [The Transaction of Business] 

  (1
st
 Reading in 2015 as D-178) 

 

F-179 – Amend Constitution Article XIII, Section 2 [The Transaction of Business] 

  (1
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 Reading in 2015 as E-178) 
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H-179 – Amend Canon 3, The Officers of the Convention   
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

 

RESOLUTION 

Subject:  Renewal of Companion Diocese Relationships 

   Chicago/Southeast Mexico/Renk, South Sudan 

 

Sponsors:  Commission on Global Ministry 
   The Rev. Jesse Perkins, St. Michael’s, Barrington 

   The Rev. Natalie Van Kirk, St. Barnabas, Glen Ellyn 

   The Rev. Jonathan Baumgarten, Grace, Oak Park 

   The Rev. Susan Sommer, St.David’s, Glenview 

   The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Trinity, Wheaton 

   The Rev. Israel Anchan, St. Paul’s, LaSalle  

   The Rev. George Smith, St. Mark’s, Glen Ellyn 

   The Rev. George Hull, President, Chiapas Project 

   The Rev. Brian Hastings, Church of Our Savior, Chicago 

   The Very Rev. John David van Dooren, Atonement, Chicago 

   Ms. Margaret Sullivan, Atonement, Chicago 

   The Rev. Eric Biddy, St. Christopher’s, Oak Park 

   Ms. Laura Kleiwer, St. Christopher’s, Oak Park 

   The Rev. Christopher Powell, Christ Church, Winnetka 

   The Rev. Bonnie A. Perry, All Saints, Chicago 

   The Rev. Emily Williams Guffey, All Saints, Chicago 

 

 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 

 

RESOLVED, that the Companion Diocese Relationships between the Dioceses of Chicago, 

Southeast Mexico, and Renk, South Sudan, established by Resolution at Diocesan Convention in 

2001, and renewed by Resolution at Diocesan Conventions in 2006 and 2011, be renewed for 

five (5) more years. 
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              E X P L A N A T I O N 

 

1. Since Diocesan Conventions of 2001, 2006, and 2011, these Companion Diocese 

Relationships (CDR’s) have continued to grow and be strengthened by defining and developing 

an understanding of what that means within and across each of our ministry contexts. The CDR’s 

benefit all partners through mutual encouragement and prayer for one another; intensified 

knowledge of and concern for one another; and exchanged resources, both spiritual and material. 

Individual parish partnerships with each Companion continue to grow and flourish, exchange 

visits are ongoing, lives have been changed. Therefore, it is the intention of the Commission on 

Global Ministry of the Diocese of Chicago to recommend the continuation of these CDR’s, as a 

commitment to the Christian mission – God’s call to the church, as a whole, to be companion 

with others in the Anglican Communion and beyond. 

 

2. Implementation of this resolution is expected to cost approximately $8,000, and this funding 

has been approved for the 2017 Administrative and Program Budget of the Diocese of Chicago. 

This funding will be available from the Commission on Global Ministry line item in the diocesan 

budget. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject: Amend Constitution Article I [The Title and Bounds of the Diocese] 

(2nd Reading) 

Sponsor: The Very Reverend M.E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa 

McKellaston, and Ms. Courtney Reid 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

Resolved, that Article 1 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Chicago be amended to read 

as follows: 

This Diocese shall be known and distinguished as the “Diocese of Chicago,” and 

its bounds shall be all that portion of the State of Illinois lying north of the 

counties of Rock Island, Henry and Bureau, east of the Illinois River, and north of 

the counties of, McLean, Ford, Champaign, and Vermillion. within the counties of 

Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Winnebago, Boone, Lake, Carroll, Ogle, De Kalb, 

McHenry, Kane, DuPage, Cook, Whiteside, Lee, Kendall, Will, Rock Island, 

Mercer, Henry, Bureau, La Salle, Grundy, Kankakee, Henderson, Warren, Knox, 

Stark, Putnam, Marshall, Livingston, Iroquois, Hancock, McDonough, Fulton, 

Peoria, Adams, Schuyler, Brown, Pike, Woodford, and Calhoun. 

 

EXPLANATION 

1. This resolution updates the boundaries of the Diocese of Chicago to reflect the action of 

the 175th Convention of the Diocese on June 8, 2013 which approved reunification with 

the former Diocese of Quincy.  The new boundaries incorporate all of the geographic 

areas of the former Diocese of Quincy. 

 

2. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 
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3. This resolution has been endorsed by: Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, and 

Bishop and Trustees.  

 

4. This resolution was approved at the 178
th

 Annual Convention of the Diocese.  However, 

because this resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the Diocese, it 

cannot take effect unless and until it has been approved and adopted by this Convention 

(see Article 19 of the Constitution of the Diocese).   
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-29, 2016 

Subject: Amend Constitution Article V [Members of the Convention] 

(2nd Reading) 

Sponsor: The Very Reverend M.E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa 

McKellaston, and Ms. Courtney Reid 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

Resolved, that Article 5, Sections 3, 4 and 6 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Chicago 

be amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.     The Lay Members shall consist of a Delegate or Delegates, not 

exceeding three, from the Cathedral congregation and from each Parish in union 

with the Convention, and from each Mission in the Diocese. All Lay Delegates 

shall be communicants and the Lay Delegates from each Parish or Mission shall 

be chosen by the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee or at a Parish Meeting of the 

congregation from among the communicants of the Parish congregation entitled to 

vote according to the provisions of Canon 22 Sec. 3 for Wardens and Vestry at an 

Annual Parish Meeting. 

Sec. 4.     Each organized Mission in the Diocese, recognized by the Ecclesiastical 

Authority shall be entitled to representation in the Convention by two 

communicants of the Mission who shall be nominated by the Priest-in-Charge, if 

there be one, and the Bishop’s Committee, for appointment by the Ecclesiastical 

Authority. The Representatives of Missions shall have all the rights of 

Representatives of Parishes. In addition to Lay members representing Parishes 

and Missions of the Diocese, there may be Representatives of Campus Ministries 

located in this Diocese and Youth Representatives as provided in the Canons of 

the Diocese of Chicago.  

Sec. 6.     It is the duty of every member of the Clergy entitled to a seat to attend 

the meetings of the Convention, and of every Parish in union with the 

Convention, and of every Mission in the Diocese to send one or more delegates.   

EXPLANATION 

1. This amendment of Article 5 will equalize representation between mission and parish 

congregations of the Diocese of Chicago, giving every congregation the opportunity for 

equal voice and vote in Convention.  
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2. In working with mission congregations of the Diocese, the Congregations Commission 

and Bishop & Trustees have discerned that the limitation of lay representation by mission 

congregations serves no constructive purpose and deprives both the Diocese and mission 

congregations of appropriate voice in the councils of this Diocese. 

 

3. This change recognizes that mission congregations are of equal value to the mission and 

vitality of this diocese as parish congregations, and that lay members of these 

congregations should be given voice, vote, and responsibility for the governance of this 

Diocese on an equal footing.   

 

4. As most mission congregations in this diocese function much like parishes in self-

governance, this resolution also provides that Lay Delegates to Convention may be 

chosen by the eligible voters or elected leaders of the congregation or the mission, rather 

than appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority, bringing our Constitution up to date with 

the way our practice of ministry has evolved. 

 

5. This amendment of Article 5 will require corresponding changes in Canon 2 “The Lay 

Delegates” which should be considered by the 179th Convention of this Diocese along 

with the second reading of this amendment to the Constitution. 

 

6. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 

7. This resolution has been endorsed by: Congregations Commission, Diocesan Council, 

and Bishop and Trustees.  

8. This resolution was approved at the 178
th

 Annual Convention of the Diocese.  However, 

because this resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the Diocese, it 

cannot take effect unless and until it has been approved and adopted by this Convention 

(see Article 19 of the Constitution of the Diocese).   
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject: Amend Constitution Article VII [The Secretary of the Convention]  

(2nd Reading) 

Sponsor: Ms. Louisa McKellaston, Ms. Courtney Reid, The Rev. Emily Mellott, and 

The Very Reverend M.E. Eccles  

 
 

RESOLUTION 

Resolved, that Article 7 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Chicago, be amended to 

read as follows: 

At each Annual Convention a Secretary shall be elected from among the members 

thereof, who shall continue in office until a successor is appointed.  The Secretary 

of Convention shall be a communicant in good standing in a mission or parish in 

the diocese, or a member of the clergy in good standing. When not a delegate in a 

Meeting of Convention, the Secretary of Convention shall be entitled, ex officio, 

to all the rights and privileges of membership. The Secretary’s duty shall be to 

take minutes of the proceedings, and when approved, to enter them in a proper 

record; to preserve the journals and records; to attest the public acts of the body; 

and faithfully to deliver to his or her successor all books, and papers, and 

electronic records which may be in his or her possession relating to the affairs of 

the Convention.  The Secretary shall also give due notice to each member of the 

Clergy, Parish and Mission, of the time and place appointed for the meeting of the 

succeeding Convention. One or more Assistant Secretaries may be appointed by 

the Secretary, with the approval of the Convention, who may be designated by the 

Secretary to share in any of the duties of the Secretary. 

 

Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the office of the Secretary of the 

Convention occurring during the progress of the Convention, the duties of  the  

Secretary  of  the  Convention  shall  devolve  upon  the  Assistant Secretary, if 

there be one, or if more than one, then such one of the Assistant Secretaries as 

shall be designated by the President of the Convention.  If the vacancy shall occur 

after the adjournment of the Convention, any person deemed qualified may be 

appointed by the Ecclesiastical Authority to carry on the post-Convention duties 

of the Secretary of the Convention, including the preparation or completion of the 

D-179 
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Journal of the Convention.  The Bishop may at his discretion appoint a Secretary 

to serve during the Convention, who shall be designated the Bishop’s Secretary. 

EXPLANATION 

1. This amendment provides clarification for the qualifications of the Secretary of 

Convention, and also the duties and responsibilities that may be assigned to the Secretary.  

 

2. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 

3. This resolution has been endorsed by Diocesan Council.  

4. This resolution was approved at the 178
th

 Annual Convention of the Diocese.  However, 

because this resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the Diocese, it 

cannot take effect unless and until it has been approved and adopted by this Convention 

(see Article 19 of the Constitution of the Diocese).   
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject: Amend Constitution Article XIII, Section 1 [The Transaction of Business] 

(2nd Reading) 

Sponsor: The Very Reverend M. E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa 

McKellaston, and Ms. Courtney Reid 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

Resolved, that Article 13, Section 1 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Chicago be 

amended to read as follows: 

Seventy-five Fifty of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Convention, and Lay 

delegates from thirty one-third of the Parishes and Missions entitled to 

representation, at any time  duly  assembled,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  

transaction  of business, except that a lesser number may adjourn from time to 

time.  The presence of delegates from Organized Missions shall in no case be 

required for the validity of the proceedings of any Convention.   

EXPLANATION 

1. This amendment fully includes mission congregations as counting toward the constitution 

of the quorum at Convention.  Additionally, it raises the number of clergy required to 

establish a quorum to a number that is more appropriate to the size of our convention. 

 

2. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 

3. This resolution has been endorsed by: Congregations Commission, Diocesan Council, 

and Bishop and Trustees.   

4. This resolution was approved at the 178
th

 Annual Convention of the Diocese.  However, 

because this resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the Diocese, it 

cannot take effect unless and until it has been approved and adopted by this Convention 

(see Article 19 of the Constitution of the Diocese).   
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-29, 2016 

Subject: Amend Constitution Article XIII, Section 2 [The Transaction of Business] 

(2nd Reading) 

Sponsor: The Very Reverend M.E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa 

McKellaston, and Ms. Courtney Reid 

 
 

 

RESOLUTION 

Resolved, that Article 13, Section 2 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Chicago be 

amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2.  In all matters which shall come before the Convention, the Bishop and 

other Clergy and the Laity shall deliberate as one body.  In voting the Clergy and 

Laity shall vote as individuals.  A majority of votes of the two Orders jointly shall 

be decisive, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution.  On the call of any 

five members of the Clergy or delegations entitled to vote, the two Orders shall 

vote separately, and their concurrence shall be necessary to constitute a decision.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the procedures for nomination and election of 

persons to office at Convention shall be conducted in the manner provided in 

Canon 53 and (in the case of the election of a Bishop) Article 16 of this 

Constitution.   

 

EXPLANATION 

1. In 2010, at the 173
rd

 Annual Convention of the Diocese, Convention approved an 

amendment to Canon 53 to simplify the voting procedures for elections at Convention.  

The prior provisions were bulky and unworkable, particularly when we had elections for 

multi-seat offices (such as deputies to General Convention).  This amendment would 

bring our Constitution into line with the current wording of Canon 53, which now 

provides for a plurality election after the first ballot (thus requiring an exemption from 

the requirement of a “majority of votes” in the third sentence of Section 2).   

 

2. This change only affects elections at Convention.  On all other matters coming before 

Convention, a vote by orders may be invoked as noted in the existing language of Section 

2, and a majority vote (rather than a plurality) is still required.  (Note that on most matters 
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other than elections, the distinction between plurality and majority is moot, since the 

choice is binary – for or against.)   

 

3. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 

 

4. This resolution was approved at the 178
th

 Annual Convention of the Diocese.  However, 

because this resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution of the Diocese, it 

cannot take effect unless and until it has been approved and adopted by this Convention 

(see Article 19 of the Constitution of the Diocese).   
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject:  Amend Canon 2, The Lay Delegates to Diocesan Convention  

Sponsor:  The Very Rev. M.E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa McKellaston, Ms. 

Courtney Reid  

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolved, that Canon 2 of the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago be amended 

as follows: 

Section 1. The appointment of Lay Delegates and Alternate Lay Delegates to the Convention of 

this Diocese shall be certified in writing by the Rector or member of the Clergy in charge of the 

Parish or Mission of which such Delegates are the representatives (or in the absence of Clergy, 

by one of the Wardens), and also by the clerk of the Vestry or Bishop’s Committee of such 

Parish or Mission. Every certificate of the appointment of Lay Delegates and Alternate Lay 

Delegates shall be in the following form: 

“To the Convention of the Diocese of Chicago: 

We hereby certify that 

              

              

              

have been chosen by the Vestry / (or Bishop’s Committee / Congregation Parish) at a meeting 

duly convened, to act as Lay Delegates and 

              

              

              

as Alternate Lay Delegates from           

in the forthcoming Convention. 

We further certify that they are communicants and regular worshipers in the Parish Congregation 

they represent; that they meet the requirement for eligibility to vote as provided in Canon 22, 

section 3; and that they are not under ecclesiastical censure or process. 

 

      Rector/Vicar/Priest-in-Charge 

or       Warden 

Witness our hands this  day of      A.D     )  
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    Clerk of the Vestry/Bishop’s Committee” 

No other certificate or evidence of the appointment of any Lay Delegate than such as is herein 

required shall be allowed or received. 

 

Section 2. The Lay Delegates of an Organized Mission shall be required to produce a certificate 

of appointment by the Ecclesiastical Authority. 

 

Section 3. Section 2 Any vacancy in the representation of a Parish or Mission shall be filled 

from the Alternate Delegates of such Parish or Mission. 

 

Section 4. Section 3. The number of Youth Representatives Delegates shall be twelve, with one 

to be selected from each of the eleven Deaneries and one at-large representative. Each Youth 

Representative Delegate shall be at least 14 years of age and no older than 18 at the time of the 

Convention for which they are elected. Candidates for Youth Representative Delegate shall 

submit applications to the Diocesan Youth Council Associate for Youth and Campus Ministry, or 

other recognized youth leader or body designated by the Ecclesiastical Authority for this purpose 

at such time and in such form as required by the Diocesan Youth Council (with the advice and 

consent of the Ecclesiastical Authority) designated party. The Diocesan Youth Council Associate 

for Youth and Campus Ministry, or designated party (with the advice and consent of the 

Ecclesiastical Authority) shall select up to twelve Youth Representatives Delegates and up to 

twelve alternates from among those applicants. The Diocesan Youth Council Associate for 

Youth and Campus Ministry, or designated party, shall construct and operate the selection 

process to insure that the Youth Representatives Delegates are representative, as much as 

possible, of the geographic, racial, ethnic, gender and socio-economic diversity of the Diocese of 

Chicago. The Diocesan Youth Council Associate for Youth and Campus Ministry, or designated 

party will provide each Convention with written certification of the appointment of the Youth 

Representatives Delegates and the alternates. Each Youth Representative Delegate will vote his 

or her own conscience and will represent only himself/herself, not any other person or group, 

including the Diocesan Youth Council. 

 

Section 5. Section 4. Each campus ministry that is affiliated with a college or university located 

within this Diocese and that is recognized as an Episcopal campus ministry by the Ecclesiastical 

Authority shall be eligible to elect or appoint from its members one or more Campus Ministry 

Representatives to Convention, provided that the total number of all Campus Ministry 

Representatives to Convention shall not exceed two per recognized campus ministry. At the time 

of the Convention for which a Campus Ministry Representative is elected, he or she shall be at 

least 18 years of age and shall be a registered full- or part-time student at the college or 

university with which his or her sponsoring campus ministry is affiliated. Each Campus Ministry 

Representative also shall be a communicant in good standing. Procedures for solicitation of 

nominees and election of Campus Ministry Representatives shall be agreed upon by the Campus 

Ministry Committee (or its successor organization within the Diocese), subject to approval of 

such procedures from time to time by the Ecclesiastical Authority.  
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EXPLANATION 

 

1. The proposed amendments to Canon 2 follow the revisions to Article V of the 

Constitution which will receive its second reading at this Convention. The canonical 

changes proposed complete the process of equalizing the representation and selection 

process for Lay Delegates from all congregations (eliminating an earlier difference in 

representation between Mission and Parish Congregations). 

 

2. The proposed revisions to the selection process for Youth Delegates reflect changes in 

the structure of youth leadership in the diocese since the canon was originally formulated. 

The revisions are intended to preserve the diversity and representative nature of the youth 

voice and vote in Convention while allowing for flexibility in the structure of youth 

leadership in the diocese. 

 

3. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 

 

4. This resolution has been endorsed by Diocesan Council. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject:  Amend Canon 3, The Officers of the Convention  

Sponsor:  The Very Rev. M.E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa McKellaston, Ms. 

Courtney Reid  

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolved, that Canon 3, The Officers of the Convention be amended as follows:  

 

The Secretary 

 Sec 1.  In addition to the Constitutional provisions, it is hereby made the duty of the 

Secretary of the Convention of this Diocese to transmit to each General Convention a Certificate 

of the appointment of Clerical and Lay Deputies.  The Secretary shall furnish a list of the 

members of every Committee appointed ad interim to the Chair of such Committee, with a copy 

of the resolution providing for it: and shall do such other acts as may be from time to time 

required by authority of the General or Diocesan Convention. 

 Sec 2. The Secretary shall, within thirty days after the Annual Convention has adjourned 

sine die, furnish to the Treasurer of the Convention of this Diocese a certified statement of all 

accounts allowed by the Convention; the Secretary shall examine and certify to the Treasurer the 

bills for printing and other expenses of the Journal, and for other official work which may be 

committed to the care of the Secretary. 

The Treasurer 

 Sec. 3. Sec 2. The Treasurer of the Convention shall act as financial agent of the diocese 

for the receipt and disbursement of monies collected under that authority of Convention.  

Additionally, the Treasurer shall perform such duties as from time to time shall be prescribed by 

Canon or by resolution of the Convention. In addition to the Constitutional Provisions the 

Treasurer shall also procure and keep proper books of account in which shall be entered in detail 

statements of all monies received and disbursed by the Treasurer; and shall also keep accounts 

with the several Parishes and Missions, in which they shall be charged with the amounts assessed 

upon and pledged by each, and credited with the amounts paid by them, respectively.   

Before the opening of each Annual Convention the Treasurer shall prepare and hand to the 

Secretary a list of all the Parishes and Missions delinquent in the full payment of dues, 

assessments or other charges imposed by order of the Convention, and the liability to penalty, if 
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any, incurred by said delinquency; and if in consequence of this the Parish or Mission shall not 

be entitled to representation, the Treasurer shall state that fact, and the name of the said Parish or 

Mission shall be omitted by the Secretary in calling the roll of the Churches entitled to 

representation for the presentation of the Certificates of Lay Delegates.  The names of the 

delinquent Parishes and Missions shall be read by the Secretary in the prescribed order in the 

business of the Convention, and the Convention may take such action in each case as it may 

deem proper. 

The Treasurer shall pay all bills allowed by the Convention and certified by the Secretary of the 

same and all allowed by the Standing Committee in the interim, as certified by its Secretary. 

The Treasurer shall give a bond conditioned on the faithful performance of duties.  The amount 

thereof and the terms on which the same shall be given shall be subject to the approval of the 

Ecclesiastical Authority and the expense of such bond shall be paid by the Convention. 

The Records of the Secretary and the Treasurer 

 Sec 4.  Sec. 3. The secretary’s Journals and Records and the Treasurer’s books shall be 

open at all times to the inspection of the Bishop, of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, and 

of the Convention, or any Committee thereof. 

 Sec 5. The accounts of each and every Treasurer of funds belonging to the Diocese, or 

controlled by this Diocese through its Convention, shall be opened January 1st and closed 

December 31st of each year.  All official reports made by said Treasurer to the Convention or to 

any of its Committees shall be under the date of January 1st; provided, that this Canon shall not 

prohibit the offering of information to the Convention concerning transactions occurring between 

January 1st and the time of presenting such reports. 

The Auditor 

 Sec 6. Sec. 4. The  President of the Convention of this Diocese Ecclesiastical Authority, 

acting with The Bishop and Trustees, as the Finance Committee of the Diocese, shall appoint 

annually a Certified Public Accountant, or a firm of Certified Public Accountants, to hold office 

until successors are appointed, whose duty shall be to audit from time to time, and also between 

January 1st and the meeting of the Convention, all books, accounts and securities of each of the 

Treasurers of the funds belonging to this Diocese, or controlled by this Diocese through its 

Convention.  The reports on the Audits shall be transmitted to the Committee on Audits and 

Appropriations one month before the meeting of the Convention. shall appoint a Certified Public 

Accountant or a firm of Certified Public Accountants to be engaged by the diocese to audit all 

corporations and the Administrative and Program Fund organized under diocesan canons.  The 

Ecclesiastical Authority shall appoint the Audit Review Committee to read and review all 

diocesan audit reports and supplementary financial information furnished by the auditor, to meet 

with the auditor, and to prepare a written report to the Annual Convention. 

Obligation of Audit 

 Sec. 7 Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of all Corporations organized by the authority of the 

Convention, and holding property or funds for the benefit of the Church in this Diocese, to 
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submit their books, accounts and securities to the inspection of the Auditor or Auditors appointed 

under Section 64 of this Canon, whenever such Auditor or they shall so request; and such 

inspection shall be made at least once in each conventional year, and be reported to the next 

Annual Convention.  Corporations not organized by the authority of the Convention, describing 

official recognition by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese, must procure from that 

Authority a written recognition, and must agree to submit at their own expense their books, 

accounts and securities for an examination by the Ecclesiastical Authority, whenever required; 

and said Authority may at any time terminate such official recognition.  Nothing in this Canon is 

to be construed as making the grant of such recognition obligatory. 

 

EXPLANATION 

 

1. The changes to these canons are to reflect the actual practice of the Diocese of Chicago 

and to create clarity about the roles and duties of the offices of the Treasurer and 

Secretary. 

 

2. Section 2: This section is deleted to reflect the current practice of the Diocese.  Bills from 

Convention are received by the Bishop’s office, reviewed and authorized by the staff 

member who oversees convention, and paid by the Finance office. 

 

3. Section 3 (will become section 2): This section simplifies the description of the role of 

Treasurer.  Additionally, the responsibilities of the Treasurer regarding bookkeeping and 

accounting are deleted in this section but are detailed in Canon 39. Also, since the 

beginning of the voluntary assessment, the diocese no longer reads the names of 

delinquent parishes. 

 

4. Section 5: This section is deleted because the fiscal year is already named in Article 17 of 

the Constitution. 

 

5. Section 6 (will become section 4): Updates to the appointment of the auditor are in line 

with current diocesan practice and in accordance with the Manual of Business Methods in 

Church Affairs issued by The Episcopal Church (see Canon 39). 

 

6. Section 7 (will become section 5): The audit obligation of organizations seeking to 

become officially recognized by the Ecclesiastical Authority is stated elsewhere in the 

canons and is therefore deleted from this section (see Canon 36a). 

 

7. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject:  Amend Canon 4, The Business of Convention 

Sponsor:  The Very Rev. M.E. Eccles, The Rev. Emily Mellott, Ms. Louisa McKellaston, Ms. 

Courtney Reid  

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolved, that Canon 4 of the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago be amended 

as follows: 

The Business of the Convention 

Section 1.  At each Annual Convention of this Diocese the procedure shall be as follows: 

1a The President shall determine the presence of a quorum of both the 

 Clergy and the Lay Delegates. 

1b A constitutional quorum being present, the President shall declare the 

 Convention organized for business, after which the Order of Business 

 shall be as follows: 

(1) Election of a Secretary, Treasurer, Parliamentarian, Registrar, 

and Historiographer, and the appointment of an Assistant Secretary and 

of the President’s Secretary. 

[Note\\\The Parliamentarian is also ordinarily elected at this 

time, as are the Registrar and Historiographer.] 

(2) Appointment of the following committees by the President: 

(a) On the Incorporation of Churches, and their admission 

into union with the Convention; to consist of two Clergy and two 

Lay persons. 

(b) (a)  On Audits and Appropriations: To whom shall be 

referred the Audited Accounts of the Treasurer, and of the 

different funds reporting to the Convention, whose duty shall be 

to inspect these accounts, and report thereon to the Convention, 

with any recommendations deemed advisable. and all resolutions 

calling for expenditures from the Administrative Fund beyond 
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those recommended by The Bishop and Trustees; this committee 

to consist of two Clergy and two Lay persons. 

(b)  On Budget: To whom shall be referred the 

Administrative and Program Budget of the Diocese of Chicago 

for review and recommendation prior to its approval by 

Diocesan Council and The Bishop and Trustees, and to whom 

shall be referred all resolutions calling for expenditures from the 

Administrative and Program Fund beyond those already 

approved by Diocesan Council and Bishop and Trustees; this 

committee to consist of at least two Clergy and two Lay persons. 

(c) On Privilege: To whom may be referred all claims 

affecting a right to seat or representative privilege in the 

Convention; to consist of two Clergy and two Lay persons. 

(d) On Legislation: To whom may be referred all proposed 

alterations and amendments of the Constitution and Canons; to 

consist of at least three  two Clergy and three two Lay persons. 

(e) On the State of the Church: To whom may be referred 

the subject of Missions and the progress and the work of the 

Church in the Diocese; to consist of at least two Clergy and three 

Lay persons. 

(3) Appointment of Tellers of Election Prior to convention the 

Ecclesiastical Authority or his/her designee shall appoint a Head Teller 

and Assistant Tellers whose appointment shall be confirmed and ratified 

by convention and  who shall have charge of counting and reporting all 

votes taken in the Convention.  Votes cast in all elections, except that of 

a Bishop, shall be counted by no fewer than four volunteers under the 

supervision of one Clerical and one Lay delegate the Head Teller and 

Assistant Tellers.  In the case of the election of a Bishop the Clerical vote 

shall be counted by three Lay persons members of the Clergy and one 

Lay person member of the Clergy; and the Lay vote by three members of 

the Clergy Lay persons and one Lay person member of the Clergy. 

(4) Determination of contested rights or claims to a seat as Clergy. 

(5) Certificates of Lay Delegates laid aside as irregular and defective 

shall then be reported to the Convention, which shall decide on the 

admission of the Delegates named therein. 

(6) Reading of the names of delinquent Parishes. 
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(7) (6) Reception and reference of applications by Parishes and 

Missions for admission into union with the Convention and the 

admission of lay delegates of the same. 

(8) (7)  Notice given of Canons, Resolutions, Amendments, Reports, and 

other matters for future legislative action. 

(9) (8) Annual address of the Bishop. 

(10) Report of the Committee on Incorporation of Churches; 

admission into union with the Convention of Parishes and Missions duly 

reported by the Committee as correct, and the admission of the Lay 

Delegates of such Parishes and Missions. 

(11) (9) Reception of reports from departments and divisions of the 

Diocesan Council, officers of the Diocese, special and regular 

committees and commissions and from such other groups or persons as 

the President may deem appropriate, and in an order which he the 

President shall determine; provided that the following reports shall be 

received and published prior to the commencement of the Convention: 

sometime before the adjournment of the Convention: 

 Report of the Standing Committee of the Diocese; 

 

 Report of the Trustees of the Corporation known as The Bishop and 

 Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Chicago, A 

 Corporation; 

 

 Report of the Diocesan Council; 

 

 Reports of the following Funds and proposed Budgets: 

 Administrative and Program Budget; and 

 Episcopal Charities and Community Services 

 

 Program, including: 

  Diocesan, 

  General Church, 

  Diocesan Expansion, 

  Episcopal Charities; 

 

 Report of the Committee on Audits; and Appropriations; 

 

 Report of the Board of Financial Review Diocesan Budget Committee; 

 

 Report of the Secretary, when any business has been committed to the 

 Secretary; 

 

 Report of the  any Special Committees or task forces; 
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 Report of the Committee on Legislation; and 

 

 Report of the Trustees of the Endowment Fund of the Diocese of 

 Chicago. 

 

(12) (10)There shall be elections and/or confirmations to the Standing 

Committee; to the Diocesan Council; to the Cathedral Chapter; to the 

Board of Financial Review Diocesan Budget Committee; of the 

Registrar; of the Historiographer; and triennially, of the Deputies and 

Provisional Alternate Deputies to the General Convention, and of 

Deputies and Alternate Deputies to the Provincial Synod; and others 

permitted or required by Canon to be elected by Convention. 

(13) (11)Miscellaneous matters of business at such times during the 

Convention as may be determined by the President. 

 

 Sec. 2. If the prescribed business shall not be completed on the first day, the Convention 

shall continue in session on the next and, if necessary, succeeding days until the prescribed 

business shall have been completed. 

 Sec. 3. Before the rising of the Convention the minutes of the meeting shall be read and 

approved, or be committed to the Bishop and Secretary of the Convention. 

EXPLANATION 

1. The changes to these canons are to reflect the actual practice of the Diocese of Chicago as 

regarding the business of the annual convention. 

2. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an impact on 

the Diocesan budget. 

3. This resolution has been endorsed by Diocesan Council. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject:  A Vision for Black Lives 

Sponsor:  The Rev. Jacqueline Lynn, Peace and Justice Committee of the Diocese of Chicago 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

 Resolved, that the 179
th
 Convention of the Diocese of Chicago commend the Movement for Black 

Lives’ A Vision for Black Lives: Policy Demands for Black Power, Freedom & Justice for study by the 

members of this Diocese in the coming year.  

 

EXPLANATION 

1. While the Peace and Justice Committee and the Anti Racism Commission acknowledge the need to 

address all racial discrimination and all forms of systemic oppression, we believe the Vision for Black 

Lives speaks eloquently to one form of systemic oppression, namely that of Black lives.  This sixty-

page long vision for Black lives in our country consists of six parts: End the War on Black People, 

Reparations, Divest-Invest, Economic Justice, Community Control, and Political Power.  Fifty Black 

organizations came together a year ago to work on this paper which was issued in early August.  Each 

policy brief consists of the following sections:  

 Statement of Demand 

 What is the problem?  

 What does this solution do?  

 Federal Action  

 State Action 

 Local Action 

 How does this solution address the specific needs of some of the most marginalized Black 

people?  

 Model Legislation and Resources.  

 

2. In light of our Presiding Bishop’s call for racial reconciliation, the Anti-Racism Commission and the 

Peace and Justice Committee believe this vision for Black lives documents well the present 

oppression of Black lives in twenty-first century America and offers concrete steps that can be taken.  

The first reading for 14 Pentecost was from Isaiah 58, “If you remove the yoke from among you … 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in …”  We believe our 

Diocese is called to be that “repairer of the breach” a force for racial justice.  A Vision for Black Lives 

is one road map – an invitation, if you will, for the baptized of our Diocese to study.   Link to A 

Vision for Black Lives : https://policy.m4bl.org 
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3. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an impact on the 

Diocesan budget. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject:  No Way to Treat a Child Campaign 

Sponsor:  The Rev. Anthony Vacarro, Peace and Justice Committee of the Diocese of Chicago 

 
 

RESOLUTION 

 Resolved, that the 179
th
 Convention of the Diocese of Chicago commend the No Way To Treat a 

Child campaign, a network of faith-based and human right organizations, led by Defense for Children 

International – Palestine and the American Friends Service Committee, for participation by members of 

this Diocese. 

 

EXPLANATION 

1. This campaign initially was organized two years ago by the American Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC) and the Chicago Faith Coalition on Middle East Policy and within several months entered 

into partnership with Defense of Children International – Palestine (DCI – Palestine). This campaign 

“seeks to challenge Israel’s prolonged military occupation of Palestinians by organizing and 

supporting an extensive network of people demanding immediate protections for Palestinian children 

held in Israeli military detention where ill treatment and torture is widespread and systematic. Israel is 

the only country in the world that automatically prosecutes children in military courts that lack basic 

and fundamental fair trial guarantees. Each year, around 500 to 700 Palestinian children living in the 

occupied West Bank under prolonged Israeli military occupation are arrested by Israeli forces and 

prosecuted in an Israeli military detention system notorious for the systematic and widespread ill-

treatment and torture of Palestinian children.” (No Way To Treat a Child – Introduction; 

www.nowaytotreatachild.org)  

 

2. Since 2000 at least 8,000 Palestinian children have been caught up in the Israeli military detention 

system. Arrests of children often occur during night raids on family homes by heavily armed Israeli 

soldiers, children are often blindfolded, suffered from physical and verbal abuse and transferred in an 

army Jeep to an interrogation center where they are interrogated without the presence of a lawyer or 

parents. Interrogations are intended to result in a confession.  Over 90% of West Bank Palestinian 

children taken to military court are convicted.  

 

3. In June 2015 AFSC and DCI – Palestine held a briefing on the Hill in Washington where over a 

hundred Congressional staff attended an hour long session introduced by Keith Ellison to learn about 
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this campaign. In June, 2016 Betty McCollum, 4
th

 District, Minnesota worked to get nineteen 

members of Congress to join her in signing a letter to President Obama, urging the appointment of a 

Special Envoy for Palestinian Children.  More information about this campaign is available on its 

website:  www.nowaytotreatachild.org 

 

4. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an impact on the 

Diocesan budget.       
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject:  Our Holy Land 

Sponsor:  The Very Reverend Dominic Barrington 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 Resolved, that the 179th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 

celebrates that our faith is rooted in Jesus’ life, ministry, death and resurrection in Israel and 

Palestine thereby making it our Holy Land; and  

 

 Further resolved, that the Convention expresses its solidarity in prayer and support for 

Christians in Israel and Palestine; and  

  

 Further resolved, that the Convention affirms the work of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Jerusalem in healing, education, and pastoral care; and  

 Further resolved, that the Convention invites Episcopalians in Chicago to learn about 

and participate in programs of relationship building, interfaith dialogue, non-violence training, 

and advocacy for human rights in Israel and Palestine; and  

 Further resolved, that the Convention urges Episcopalians in the Diocese of Chicago to 

demonstrate solidarity with the people and places of Israel and Palestine by making visiting or 

making pilgrimage to our Holy Land; and  

 Further resolved, that the Convention commends the ministry of, and encourages support 

for, The American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem (AFEDJ), as a vital resource 

for this education and engagement with our sisters and brothers in our Holy Land, and as the 

principal channel of funding between the dioceses and parishes of the Episcopal Church, and the 

Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. 

 

EXPLANATION 

1. The population of Christians in Israel and Palestine has diminished from 9.5% in 1922 to 

approximately 1.5% in 2016. This resolution affirms Resolution C018 of the 78
th

 General 
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Convention of The Episcopal Church (2015) calling Episcopalians to support Christians 

in Israel and Palestine, especially our sisters and brothers in the Episcopal Diocese of 

Jerusalem. It invites Episcopalians in the Diocese of Chicago to pray for, be educated 

about, and engage with our Holy Land through the ministry of the American Friends of 

the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. 

 

2. This resolution does not require any funding from the budget voted by the Annual 

Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject: Clergy Minimum Cash Compensation 

Sponsors: Keith Kampert, Treasurer of the Diocese  

  Diocesan Council 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

Resolved, that the required minimum cash compensation to be paid to full-time clergy in 

the Diocese for the calendar year of 2017 shall be: 

(a) $61,200 if no church housing and utilities are provided by the Church; or 

(b) $44,500 if housing and utilities are provided by the Church. 

Further resolved, that the Diocesan Treasurer and the Diocesan Council are directed to 

recommend to each annual Diocesan Convention the adoption of an inflationary adjustment to 

the required minimum cash compensation for full-time clergy working in congregations and on 

the Bishop’s staff; and  

Further resolved, that such recommendation shall be advisory for clergy in other 

positions or working less than full-time; and 

Further resolved, that congregations that employ full or part-time lay employees be 

encouraged to consult with diocesan staff regarding appropriate compensation for said lay 

employees in specific positions. 

Further resolved that this direction shall remain in force until further action by Diocesan 

Convention.   

EXPLANATION 

1. This resolution is offered by the Diocesan Treasurer and the Diocesan Council as 

required by the 165th Diocesan Convention (2002) in connection with its adoption of a 

resolution concerning compensation. The resolution, adopted in 2002, required that the 

Diocesan Treasurer recommend annually an inflationary adjustment to the required 

minimum cash compensation for full-time clergy working in congregations and on the 
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Bishop’s staff. As contemplated in 2002, the present resolution is advisory for clergy in 

other positions, and for clergy who are working less than full-time. The compensation 

figures included in this resolution reflect no recommended inflationary increase from 

2016 to 2017. 

2. The 0% increase reflected in the minimums given above is due to the 0.1% decrease in 

the “Consumer Price Index All Items – All Urban Consumers” for the Chicago-Gary-

Kenosha Metropolitan Statistical Area (“MSA”) and the overall Midwest region on a not-

seasonally-adjusted basis for the 12-month period ending on July 31, 2016. 

(http://www.bls.gov/regions/midwest/news-release/ConsumerPriceIndex_Chicago.htm). 

During the same period in 2015, the Consumer Price Index All Items was down 0.7%. 

Historically, the increase has been computed with reference to this MSA and region.   

3. As these are minimum cash compensation amounts, we recommend that congregations 

pay their full-time clergy above these levels based on tenure (e.g., with that particular 

church or as an ordained clergy), parish size (e.g., average Sunday attendance or annual 

budget), parish growth, diversity in programming, etc. In cases where parishes wish to 

pay more than these minimums, but have difficulty doing so, other forms of 

compensation (e.g., such as additional vacation, sabbaticals, professional education) 

should be offered.   

4. Additionally, each congregation or institution is expected to review the compensation of 

their clergy on a yearly basis  

5. Resources are available from Bishop’s staff and Church Pension Group to assist 

congregations and clergy with cash compensation determinations. 

(https://www.cpg.org/linkservid/52804A0F-D7BE-3E5F-

DFC951500B70F3C2/showMeta/0/?label=2015%20Church%20Compensation%20Repor

t) 

6. These minimums, along with total compensation of full-time clergy in the Chicago 

Diocese, should be examined at least annually to ensure that Diocese of Chicago clergy 

are paid fairly relative to their ecclesiastical peers in The Episcopal Church. 

7. To the extent this resolution affects clergy on the Bishop’s Staff at St. James Commons, 

the impact of this adjustment has been reflected in the 2017 budget. 
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The 179th Annual Convention 

Diocese of Chicago 

November 18-19, 2016 

Subject: Solidarity with the Standing Rock Sioux 

Sponsors: Mr. Matthew Zaradich, Peace and Justice Committee of the Diocese of              

Chicago   

 
 

RESOLUTIONS 

 Resolved, that the 179
th

 Convention of the Diocese of Chicago expresses its solidarity 

with the Standing Rock Sioux and other Native Americans encamped at Cannon Ball, North 

Dakota, protectors of their sacred lands and the Missouri River watershed against the dangers of 

pollution posed by the Dakota Access Pipeline, and, to that end does hereby: 

 

1. Applaud the example provided by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry who listened to and 

prayed with the protectors at Cannon Ball during his September 24-25 visit to the 

encampment; 

2. Encourage congregations, deaneries, and this Diocese to find ways to support the 

protectors at Cannon Ball through the raising of funds to be sent through the Episcopal 

Diocese of North Dakota; 

3. Urge congregations to study the issues related to the Dakota Access Pipeline and, more 

generally, the historic injustices visited upon Native Americans by the United States 

Government; 

4. Encourage this Diocese, its youth ministries, and congregations to consider pilgrimages 

to Cannon Ball and other Native American communities affected by these injustices; and 

5. Urge the Army Corps of Engineers to prohibit the extension of the Dakota Access 

Pipeline across the Missouri River, and be it further 

 Resolved, that a copy of this resolution be communicated by the Secretary of Convention 

to the Chief of Engineers and Commanding General of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 

Commanding General of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and, through the Diocese of North 

Dakota, to the protectors at Cannon Ball.  
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EXPLANATION 

1. From Episcopal Advocacy Guide to the Dakota Access Pipeline: “The Dakota Access 

Pipeline (DAPL) is a planned 1,172-mile oil pipeline, with an expected capacity of 

500,000 barrels of oil per day. The pipeline would originate in the Bakken oil fields in 

North Dakota and terminate in Pakota, Illinois. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

approved the construction of the pipeline under the Missouri River just one mile north of 

the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, home to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe. The 

proximity of this pipeline to the Missouri River could threaten the Sioux people’s access 

to clean water, and in April 2016, the Standing Rock Sioux initiated a protest effort to 

protect this international human right. Tribal leaders also argue that the pipeline infringes 

upon their sacred burial grounds.”  On August 25 Presiding Bishop Michael Curry issued 

a statement in which he said, “‘Water is a gift from the creator, respect it, and protect it.’ 

I was deeply moved by these words printed on a sign of a person standing with hundreds 

of others to protect the Missouri River … To sustain it [water] and to protect it is to 

‘safeguard the integrity of God’s creation.’ … The people of Standing Rock Sioux 

Reservation, standing in solidarity with hundreds of other indigenous nations and allies, 

are calling us anew to respect and protect this sacred gift of God, and in so doing to 

respect and protect God’s gift of human life …. We are called to do our part to urge 

decision makers to recognize and honor the efforts to protect the sacred water and burial 

grounds threatened by the Dakota Access Pipeline.” Most recently the Episcopal 

Church’s Executive Council at its Fall meeting adopted resolution AN018 which “calls 

on U.S. President, North Dakota governor, U.S. senators and congressman, U.S. 

Department of Justice and Morton County Sheriff Department to make all necessary 

efforts possible to immediately de-escalate military and police provocation among the 

camp sites of peaceful protest and witness of the Dakota Access Pipeline Project near 

Standing Rock Sioux Reservation; [and] commend[s] the work of the Dioceses of North 

and South Dakota for its supportive leadership of the Sioux Nation’s response ‘to the 

corporate and governmental intrusion onto its sacred ground …” 

 

2. This resolution is identical to the one adopted by the Diocese of California at its annual 

convention on October 15, 2016.  

 

3. The explanation is the work of the Peace and Justice Committee. 

 

4. Adoption of this resolution is not expected to require expenditures that would have an 

impact on the Diocesan budget. 

 

 


